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& " UNITED STATES BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON
: :':T::A:EIORIGINATED AT Qincinnati, Ohio. . I i"“-‘,"°- 7-24 | ‘
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{ ALVIN EARPIS aith nliases, 1.0. 1218 mxm crAnacTIR v a5 1
nn. IPSEPH PJMORAN with aliases,I.D. 1232. ~|" KIDNAPING; HARB‘JRM m ]
BELL with aliases, 3.0 12365, | OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE; %7

vo DAVIS with alisses, FUGITIVE, I.0. 1237 mxom FIREARS ACT.
‘ VER '1th Qli&aeﬂ. 1.0, 1238'3 o 'f‘- NP N

» smops% ISON, with aliaees,I.O. 1239 g e
ON yith aliases,"I.O. 12415 ot & e

. EDRARD GEORG! - Victim ! :

cDonald in Septanber, 1934, . " Employess ot,

Hotel Nacional, Havans, in signed tatements’
__ establish presence of McDonald ison.?
""" 'dt Hotel in September; 1934. "Bank and Hotél -

~v

.~ WEl Avance" only Havana newspaper carrying . .-
-~ Karpis' photo prier his departure.. -Photo: P... D
P appeared 12-4-34. Ransom money in Havana 3_
.77, Benks checked against Bureau list. Search:
;-7 of records of Cuban telephone company 1oeate3 :
", four cells to Varadero Beach, Tuba from Helle¥, .
-,’ Hotel Parkview. Employees Hotel Parkview une.blpf e
" . to supply data of .value. McDonald did not es- - ‘: S
tablish contacts with any one in Cuba during - -~ *
September, 1934, regarding ecquieition gambling _
concessions, TContaots were made, however, during’
-Spring of 1934, end Jenuary, 1955. ‘Search of %"
telegraph company records in Havana, indicate::.
Jimenez on 12-15-54 and 12-18-34 cabled McDonald T
~* in Detroit ‘end Cleveland the latter message ’being*i
"sent ‘to address of Harverd Club. McDoneld's cons -
- .tacts with Ambassador Caffery and Consul Cameron, A
" were’ entirely official. No mmu,@;gnggcmd

v,mc'::::;""., %j ﬂ% : mg ’7 57~ (/ 47 WAy 2815%
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state Heller in touch Xarpie following departuro
Numeroua telegrems 1ocated et Miami, which Tomas
A »Renedo admits sending and receiving for IcDonald,
.';’-,'~;<one message being from Art Hebebrand. Joe Adems’ f‘f,*
""" end Duke Randall furnished additional hendwriting *
{ . spe¢imens, F. P, Malone, Miemi Daily News,telked -’
i -~ 'with Adems on telephone 1-16-35 advising hin t f
- Oklawaha shooting; connections oi’ Barker and ‘s
Kar_pie with Bremer caee. R X

Reports of SAC J H. Hanecn, Jacksonville, rla. . _—
- 2-20-35; and 4-23-35; Speclal Agent R. D. Brown, .. Al
Jacksonville, Fla., 2-25-35; Special Agent S, x. L -
McKee, Jacksonville, l'le., :5-50-35' Bureau letter .

dated 4-11-35. S r

\%*\* mw-.-—-mr-rw: -~ "’,““ -.-,..r...,\.,g "9?“!‘ ’,’, »_.*, PR 2, -

DETALLS: . ;
& oo 'i'his is a Joint report of Special Agente 'I.
_Petere end S. X. McKee, ‘KNLl'/ . .-':«,«j‘,“ B e

o ’ , Upon arrival at lﬁami l'lorida, an interview wai " '
L had between Agente and Mr. Walter L. Barlov, Special Assistant to the .
Attorney General, who has been designated to handle the prosecution’ o;
the barboring cases at Miami, Florida, and he requeeted with respect
to the investigation to be performed in Havana, Cuba, that signed -
statements be secured from all persons who had knowledge of the various
"":.transactions in connection with the exchange of ransom money for 1arge e
" bills by subject Cassius McDonald; also from persons who could identii’y kf =
-~ McDonald and Williem J. Harrieon as haﬂ.x_z,g been together in Heve.na, Cuba! M‘,,-

i -'?'-'“‘." : llr. Barlow eleo requeeted that investigation be con- ‘-
ducted regarding the contents of the two brief cases found in possession :
of Cassius McDonald at the time of his arrest in West Palm Beach, Florida.
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‘.l‘he purpose of these inquiries being to sscertsln i

.’«\
Y

PO ».J“ : - ame T e

. by Bureau Agentis.
" Af he was in fact in Cuba for the purpose of either renting or p

chasing gambling concessions.*;ﬁ 4 !

t.r

T '_“,,"). s

T lr. Barlow advised at this time that he snticipeted e
securing new indictments before the Grand Jury which meets in Miemi,
Florida, on May 27, 1935, stating in this connection that some of the
g present indictanents are fatally dei’ective. e 5,,. ‘_»f , .

.

. He also advised that there has been considerable delay
in copies of Bureau reports reaching him., The reason for the delay ' "-"— N

being that the reports were forwarded to the Office of the United ~ i Lo e
- States Attorney at Miami, Florida, and eubsequently remailed to him *
&t Washington, D. C. llr. Barlow asked that copies of all reports Is
relating to the harboring cases in Hiami Florida, be mailed to hi.n i
at Washington, D.C. in order that he may receive same as soon as - .z
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AT HAVANA CUBA
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B Upon arrival of Agents in Havana, interview was hsd
vith Ambassador Jefferson Caffery, and he was informed that Agents
would be in the City engeged on official business for possibly two -
weeks; further that Agents would communicate with ‘him as soon as - ‘-"* 4 o
their business ‘had been concluded and advise of the date oi’ departnre.,

e . E .
LR S T 4 RIS S M ’v 7 ‘,.7'.‘»‘ e -4A‘:_ 5 "'"*:\ A l..‘ - rL e

e h The following Havana daily newspapers were sesrched p;"
i'or the period of March 1, 1934 to January 1, 1935 .in en attenq:t te
locate a photograph of Alvin Karpis s s

:r;f' . f; '.' Diario De I.a Msrina (Spanish)
S ., ElMundo .y’ ""w .. . (Spanish)

Y ‘;, El Pais 5 ..\ (Spanish)
,f' : Havsna Post R _L.-. : (Englishl

- . N -
- P < -
'!'y,, N L [

e ' Although numerous photographs of John Dillinger, Baby
" Face Nelson, Helen Gillis, Former Inspector Cowley and Former Agent
Hollis were located, no photograph of Karpis could be foumd. -~ <%
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.' B At the ofﬁ.ce or "El Avance ’
, this paper, published in Spenish, was known.aes *Informacion® up to.
".and including September 29, 1934, on which date, its publication wa
diecontinued. All of the previoua tiles of "Informacion® have been -
deatroyed and therefore could not be searched, On October 17, 1934, *
:.-7-" the paper "El Avance" took over the 0ld establishment of "Infomacion" .
- . and the files of "El Avance" were searched from October 1'7 1934, to ' ...

January 1, 1935. . ,‘ SE J._,.L:;‘A‘,f.-"_‘;«.. ’..'_3.’_:7.' LT e $ o '_’:V:

o " Under date of December 4, 1934, there appeared i.n -n
Avance" a two column group of photogrephs, approximately four inches -
in height, showing the photographs of Alvin Karpis, Arthur Barker, .. : -f. ..
~ John Hemilton and Thomas Robinson. A literal translation of the Spaniah s

. +

Public Enemies, and orders have been issued 4.
for their arrest wherever they can be found.

under this group is as followa*-,:;{j R f R o SO S P ._.. ;4.» ) 25
i e R AT AR Nuse# a’; R A
o , "Gentlemen of Gangla.nd" RS ?.;."'ﬁ“«;‘;-- SR -
. *These four individuals who are on file with the .~ <" 7 \ vl
- == Justice Department of the United States as™ " = =g = wn

TR Their nemes from left to right, Alvin Karpis, ..~ .~ { .-

- ' Arthur Baker, John Hamilton and Thcmae J’ . Robinson, ) )

e e e § -'T}-T:':..;"- :‘:-":;v_’**tw S e,
AT There was only one copy of the issue of D ecember 4, G

i 1934 in the files and the officials declined to turn this over to - -5“ -
Agente. However, Mrs. Leonora Bermudez was found to have e eopy of 7
thie photo as it appeared in "El Avance' T -
o : " On the possibility that a wanted notice for Ke:pis »_
might have been placed on display in the Centrel Post Office, it was™
believed advisable to inspect the bulletin board. Several Post Oftice L
Department Wanted Notices were on display 'but there were no Bureau T ~_--r .

wanted notices displayed.- o 'j' . : : S
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R ‘At the Natlonal City Bank Special Agent 5. K. McKee e
checked the ransom money, which had been 1oceted in that institution,
agatnst the numbers of the individual bills as they appear in the ransom. ..,
1ist which was distributed to Banks. There was a total of $12,760.00, ..
all of which was in ten dollar bills. An appropriate mark was placed ' -

opposite the number of each bill, o S IR -

A
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: At the l"e&eral Reaerre Bank Speclal Agent lcheo, al.z, # 5
checked the numbers of the ransom bills, held in that institutiom,:
~ against the same list; end, different marks wers placed opposite c;‘
‘the number of each bill. There was a totll ot $, 130.00 1n tivo dollar
bills and tzso.oo 1n ten dollar bﬂ.ls. N -

1, . o .

'I'he liet of.'ransom billa, ;hich 'aa uud 1n checking the
bills at The Nationel City Bank and the Pederal Reserve Benk 'im - KA

A
b

i S R TN ¢«+ L
= ' The w'ranpers which were used by. the National cityBank 1n 2 !
wrapping the twenty-five five hundred doller packages of ter dollar =
bills, which packages were found intact, were secured by Agent Mcxee
~and will be made a part of this file in the Jacksonville Office. . Five
‘of these wrappers aré¢ dated Beptember 6, 1934, dear the initials ot e e
Teller Nicholas Rodriguez and Eusebio Dominguez, Vault Custodian. e
These are the wrappers which were around the five packages of bills "~
received by the Benk on September 6, 1934, for deposit from llir anL.- PR
: Guaa. Cuban gold houso. T S TR L -," v

- . ._‘.;,_.._‘

KPR f.T. F. Dawson, Sub-lla.nager, National c:lty Ba.nk or New York }-"‘
wes interviewed relative to obtaining signed statements from the | ‘Bank ¢ -
. employees, reciting their connection with the transfer of the ranson : : o1
money. Mr. Dawson stated that, inasmuch as these statements ‘'were being: .-"’a
T obtained from the witnesses as employees of the Bank and not as private -
. . individuals, bhe could not grant them authority to sign the statements . )
% " until he had communicated with the head office of the Bank in New York,
which he did by cable. In reply, he received a cable from the head ~:*:%
office stating that signed statements could not be furnished unless
i copies of the statements were left with the Bank and unless the request
. for these statements was made in writing, stating the purpose for which 3
_ - ° the statement was being obteined. Mr. Dawson wes advised that the " ‘, :
s . leaving of copies of statements was contrary to Bureau policy and that g- S
. Agents had not the authority to deviate from this policyy ™ LN T

e ~--;s.¢.,.‘~

e

Y

S LAt IR long aistance call was made to Special Agent in Chargo ;
' R, A. Alt, at which time he was advised of the situation, He later “ ™ 7.
edvised that he hed communicated with Mr. Tamm of the Bureau, and that ..~ "
1t would be to the satisfaction of the Bureau to permit the National

> 4‘,.’, 4“4 .-‘,
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l
ty Bank to ‘retain’ copiee of the eigned etetanente. 3 "He elso aavieed i
t Agent McKee was suthorized in this instance, to prepare a letter;tﬁ"éa‘
., for his eignature, to the Bank eetting forth the information desired.
L .~ Such letter was prepared and a c0py of seme :I.e 1n the Jackeonvmo ¥

: - Sl ;
I IR A At a later date,lr. Deweon, advieed that ‘he had receivd
2 eeoond cable from his New York Office suthorizing him to furnish’ |
"signed statements without retaining copies. He felt, however, that ins
"asmuch as the previous cable had been received, the instructions con-:
tained in this cable should be complied with end, therefore, copiel of &
21l signed statements were retained by Mr. Dewsor. After these pro-
limineries had been disposed of, signed statements were obtained rron
the following employees of the National City Bank, the originall of T
these statements being retained in the Jacksonville File: - C. ¥, Ilener, 1
Oliverio Aguero, Nicholas Rodriguez, Eueebio Dominguez, and I.uie Ge.rcia. ] ;. i

. > 'Havane, 'Cubn S
WE AN et b Wt L s 'nay~1° 1955 —d il iiacan s
I, c. F. Elener, desire to make the rollowing voluntary
-~ statement to 8. K. McKee and W. K. Peters, Special Agenta,’
Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. 8. Dept. of -Tuetice. .
At the present time, I am eub-manager of the Havene, Cube
dbranch of the National City Bank of New York, and have held j
this position for five years.. I have been connected with - B
the National City Bank of New York for 21 yeera. ,‘” '*'% ‘_.
. “:‘_ : 4 -
. On September 5, 1934, a Cuban broker known to me as Juan o
- B. Buiz, telephoned to the bank and asked me if bank vould 3
~ be interested in purchaeing $14,000 in gold coin at the.
" rate of $1.672. I was interested in making the pnrcheee,
. as I knew from my personal knowledge, that the market for g
1" gold was firm end that it was being exchanged at the rate .-
. of $1.68%. I informed Ruiz that the bank would meke th¢
*’purchase at the rate of $1.67, Ruiz informed me that he ° i
“ would come in later with the seller of the gold, but I did -
.. not believe that he would return, knowing that he could ‘ -
' eedure more ror the gold elsewhere, ... - - :- .

. I e e a3 e ."L""» T £ o oL * 4
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"‘ ¥ 1 _ However, later the seme day Ruiz did return, and I

;.- observed him at the window of Teller §4, the same being
- -,Luie Garcia. I went over to this windov. e

SRR o C M - a R SRR A2
a ,A‘.v:. P ‘4- :'-7; .\ ,,.‘ e _.‘,_ " «.'--f ~!' e _<._:.7- 2;.’,_ .‘

>, teller, in Spanish, to check the gold very carefully, ;",
‘ }* . At that time I noticed ‘that 1t was an American who ng

" Rene Bolivar, In order to more closely observe this

American, I asked him how he desired payment to be made,
. 'whether in large bills or amall billa, and he stated thnt;
" he desired *1 000.00 billl. T S

S e '."-1 \':’ .‘,, A '-".-

At that time, I notieed that this American had bmught' '
only $11,000,00 in Cuban Gold to the bank, whereas the i~ . i . = .
contract with Ruiz called for $14,000. " 1 asked Buiz wherc R TN
the remaining $3,000,00 was, and he informed me that it was
- at the llercantile Nacional, 8. A. and that it would be brought ,,f _ E
. to the National City Bank the following day. Believing that )
the Gold might have been secured with ecounterfeit money, I g
"telephoned to Mr, Menéndes at the Mercantile Nacionel, who ~ ‘“""“"
informed me that the Gold had been purchased with small o .
American bills, that these American bills had been exsmined, -
~+-- found to de ell right and they had been accepted for d.—~ pt Nig b e
posit. R , .- , N T TS SRR

RN '.. [ TN -
« . -

& AP TN

As I deaired to know more a‘bout the American who mde the R S
exéhange, I got in touch with Juen Ruiz and he ceme to the ,“ SR
bank. He informed me that the American had left for Miemi” R
and that this American had infommed Ruiz, that he expected

to return to Cuda in the near future and would bring with
him the $3,000.,00 necessary to complete the contract. Ruiz ;
‘also informed me that this American, ‘'who he had met thru .
Rene Bolivar, expected to bring more money upon his retnrn %
‘"to Havena, end that larger deals would teke place at that
’ time. .Ruiz was unable to give me the name of this American,
’ or any other infonnation concerning Bime: g R

B e T T e R - — Y Ty "'.7"—7" '—"... - oy ,-‘—“‘,-. v-‘w..-_-. T"'!"'* .,_."._R?..‘ . - e -
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The photograph of ‘a man who, I am told, 1a Cassius ﬂc-
= Donald has been displayed to me, end I em positive ‘that" ]

. this is the same individual who I observed in the Hationa.l
'City Bank, in company with Jdan Ruiz, and Rene Bolivu',
at the time the 'll,OO0.00 was oxchanged. 35S

AR B
SR At e pa wa T Al
I s L. '.'.‘A

I have examined the exchange records of the _bank, all nf

_ which records being made under my supervision end are
. either made by me or my secretery, Oliverio Aguero. %’ f :
have located the original record covering the purchase on -

Sept 11, 1934, of $50,000 in small American bills from the
Chase Nat'l Bank. The Chase Nat'l Bank received #50,000

"in large bills in this exchange, and’ paid e premium of - ,‘

° $15.63 on this transaction, this premium amounting to 1/32

- of one percent. A carbon copy of the original record covering

this transaction, which record was made out by Aguero, has been

turned over to the Agents to whom this statement is being made,’

el I s s ees e et S VIP PO PRIt S S 1Y G S S sev--»»‘-\ R R wk- .
Ihen small bills are purchased by the bank, they remain in ~"'; =
the vault until such time as some of the tellers or the cus- -

. todian of the vault have an opportunity to count end strap: e
them. Depending on whether the bank hes a need for small - .-
bills, such bills upon purchase, may remain in the vault. i

,for a period of from several days to two weeks berora they
are counted and atrapped. ’ . o '.{ S ws TS

D »:ﬁ;i‘fx; B b and O O

/8/ c. F. nsner ‘ T_ .;_,‘_v. -_»:‘;- - ,'"‘,_ ,j .

o A

"made in response to oral interrogations of the herein named
Agents, and, in response to the written request contained *
in the letter of Agent S. K. McKee directed to the National-_-
City Bank of New York Havana, on May 10, 1935. Ao ;

S e :-’.*'“

Witnessea SEEYOP . :
W. E. Peters, Special Agent BT EE
S. K, McKes, "

Federal Bureau of Investigation, o
U. s. Dept. of J’ustice.

»

.
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R i T G SE *Havena,Cuba . ».,.: L T \
. ..4‘. 5"':_: n; e Q-:« - ;m‘f':”‘ l; 3 .*A:: e l .xay lo’ 1935 ‘1_ ‘»'n R “- .
e -.-‘.‘. *‘ M ‘,~—""“-‘.":‘,7~,.‘ 2 *‘.,< :

S I Busedbio Dominguez, make the rollowing etatement to
 Peters end 8. K. McKee, Federal Bureau of Investigatio n,
»U. 8. Departnent of Justice. ~»~,,i~‘i . f,‘ r‘ﬁ-_;“ .-w.«s.sr»

LW

Cuba, for the past tventy-three years;gnd, for the past
nine years have been a sudb-accountant in charge of tha caah
~ department, I reside at Gth St. : 248 1n the Vedado aection .
of Havmo ;f‘j K oy 3 - T et .f W e

. R -.~ﬁ‘»1‘" - PR . « L -_.'."‘ oo~ -
g e e «_.:. - <A . , R

During February 1935 SPecial Agent S. K. lchee ceme to fhe ”q R
bank and asked me to search the paper monies on hand for - ‘-‘ 3
$5.00 and $10.00 bills issued by the Federal Reserve Bank .- - [ .
of Minneapolis, Minn., This search resulted in the’ location
of five packages of such bills, all of which were of 310.00
- denomination. I, also, found about twenty-six such bills, L
_ but these bills were scattered among various packages of - e
$10.00 bills. The five packages of bills which I located .- :" '
were wrapped in National City Bank wrappers and bore the B
stamped dete of Sept. 6, 1934, My initiels and the initials o
of Nicholas Rodriguez appéared on each package indicating tha A
bills had been counted and strepped by R odriguez on that o
date; and, recounted by me later. . I noticed that the five- o
packages of bills were discolored on one end; and, for thia . ’
reason, I recalled a packege of $10,000.00 in ten dollar ;.
bille which had been in my custody on seversl occasions during:
- the several preceding months., I made inquiry of other banks
with the result that the package or bills ‘was located at the
Cuban Treasury. AR S ATEREAT R

v~-.>».. - X ek e N
AT = . \x v " R ,.\

kA .- e f

I obtained the package or billa from the treaau.ry and round
they were issued by the Federal Reserve Bank if Minneapolis, R
Minn, One end of the package was discolored like the five ... " .
packages I had found in the National City Bank vaults, There s

. were twenty packages of bills in the totel bundle, each package
containing fifty ten dollar bills. They were strapped with = :
National City Bank wrappers, which bore my initials and the -
date of Sept. 21, 1934, indicating they had been received at
the bank a day or two prior to the stamned date and had been S
counted by me., . _ o R

- . . - S P o e
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- These twenty-rive packages of ten dollar bills and the looee .
. ten dollar bills were kept in my possession in the vault untﬂ,(___ .
" the early part of May 1935 at which time Special lgent McKee'| ?:.;.5‘ Jepiy

©

exemined them and compared the serial pumbers with a printed ;'é‘f‘ "

‘1ist he hed with him, He, also, removed the wrappera in lw
preeence andtook possession of the wrapper‘e.ﬂ;,,':; i

j)\x

w3
g

"' g [ LY Y A"'L

N M‘ter these bills had been located T hed prepared ‘a typed‘lilt 3
" of the serial numbers appearing on them, which list I have
kept :I.n my poeseesion S e Tk el -*;'*‘1‘,.‘,

e

'_;'_' ‘v.- . e .'. ks yon
e T

All or the stetements made by me es set rorth above have ‘been
made in response to oral interrogations of the herein nemed :
Agents, and in response to the written request contained im ..
the latter of Agent 8. X, McKee directed to the National City'. :

-A.E.‘

/e/ E. Domingue

.,_‘.—‘u- e

Wltneasee.‘ e T
W. K. Peters, Speciel Agent e _-.;_ ’2 : _‘_-; : -
8. K. McKee A SRR

.,-5T'Tf‘-<v’§"'f’* ™ ™=s1' " Federal Bureau of. Investigation,»: ——— ,,,,‘4‘, "“"“""’***«'4.*.. o
Lo U 8. Dept. ot Juatieg, o ] . - o _
‘ » e t * ¢ * t |
:- .\f. : ;}“; , v ‘
e P "Havana, Cube
A - . o . j[ay 10’ 1935 - . ¢, e

| I, I.uie Garcie, deaire "to make the rollowing etatement to
S. K. McKee and W. E. Peters, Special Agente, Federal Bureau
of Inveatigation, U. 8. Dept. or J'ustice. '

' miis statement 1s made by'me to the ‘above named Agents with
C. ¥. Elsner, sub-Manager or the National City Bank acting B
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- as interpreter. '-3 R ‘\‘.""“ YN _; . ",-:*;" 1;‘ v':'_;’f o "y_'_ N
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I am employed as a teller in the Havana, Cuba, branch of the_.
. National City Bank, and have been in the employ of this bank
~ for l4 years., In September, 1934, I was Teller #4. ;
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A photograph .of a man has been sho'n to me and 'I have been'
infomed that it is a man by the name of Cassius lchonald.‘ .
-1 am not positive ‘that I kmow this man but I feel certain' X
" that if I ever see this man in person instead of a photo-
graph,’ I would be able to atate poaitively thether or not i
I have ‘ever seen him beforé: ,,- ‘si"{ & St i

v"

I recall that ecmetime ago, I had a gold transaction 'ith T
a man who somewhat reeembles thie photograph. * .__' R NI
: © e e S
I recall that he was exchanging Cuban Gold for American one 3 -
thousand dollar bills. I recall very distinctly that while e
the transaction was going on Mr, Klsner stepped up to my-. vﬁ_‘
cage and said to me in Spenish, "Count the money very care- ‘-
fully and check the gold very carefully”, I checked the monez.
very carerully ai'ter this’ warning and found it to be in order.

Lty . oo .
e . ,;.-u . '-‘»'y...‘ .

I am well acquainted with J’uan Ruiz and R ene Bolivar and
I know that Ruiz was present at the time this exchangs oee_‘
curred, but I 4id not see Bolivar, I recall that when I : -~
cou.nted out the money, I gave it to Buiz and Ruiz gave 1t to P
the American who accompanied Ruiz "_,'" < .”’ar_.,,.,

-» g N _'.

. 3 . e

All of the atatements made by me as ‘set rorth above have been
- made in response to oral interrogations of the herein named . .. -
Agents, and in response to the written request contained in~
the letter of Agent 8. K. McKee directed to the National S
City Bank of New York, Havana, on m 10, 1935, ‘)

Witneeaoa R o
_W. E. Petere, Special Agent
. so K. Mcxee’ \.& N S -\'f

Federal Bureau of Investigationq B
U 8. Dept of J’uatice. Tt
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"Havana, Cuba : "
nay 10 1935.;

, k % , I Oliverio Aguero, desirc to ma.ke the rollowing voluntary,_,{ g
statement to 8. K. McKes and W. E. Peters, Special Agents, ‘7. -
. Federal Bureau of Inveati@ation, U. 3. Deparﬁnent of. :u'““'a

‘..»..- ‘v-'
<. : RS e Ly

o I am employed at the Havana, Cuba branch of the Nat:lonal Mty'
"~" " Bank and have been so employed for eleven years. At the pre-.
sent time, I am secretary to c. 1' Elaner, Sub-llanager cf the
Havana branch. et T

In the early part of September, 1954, as Secretary to lr. Elsner, E
. T was informed thet some Cuban Gold was to ‘be trought into the - ;°
" bank by Juan Ruiz in exchange for American currency at the rate )
n. 4. of §1.67%, end I was. instructed by llr. Elsper to handle thc
trensaction, . RO B T I LR R

S '*“.--1- L a N T

Sometime later, ’nu'iz',"with whom 1 am personaliy’ ‘a‘eaxam‘ea‘,
came up to the exchange window. He was accompanied by a man.
who appeared to be an American, and a man who appears to be .
an Cuban, but this Cuban d4id not come clear up to the exchange s 1”.7"
window, Ruiz informed me that he had brought $11,000 for ex- = "
‘change and I made out the purchase ticket in my own handwritiné'. Wi
I informed him that it would be necessary to insert in the pur- i
chase ticket the name of the actual seller of the gold and Ruiz
informed me that he didn't know how to translate into Spanish
the name of the seller, and instructed me to insert his, Ruiz,
neme in the contract, which I did. oo .
I have been shown a photographoi‘ a man 'ho I em mfomed, 13 ain
Cassius McDonald, and I desire to state thet I believe it to - :
be that of the individual who accompanied Juan Ruiz at the t:hne
this money was exchanged, end who Ruiz informed me was an - - .
American. I think that I would recognize this man again ‘11' I
had an opportnnity to see him again 1n person. L XEe s *,_. O
1 All of the atatements made by me as aet rorth above have ‘been L
made in response to oral interrogations of the herein named -
_ Agents, end, in response to the written request contained 1n
the letter of Agent S. K. McKee, directed to the N ational O:lty
Bank of New York, Havana, on' May 10, 1935. _ :
/s/ 0. Aguero’

e S
-, B ~

R A Witnesses:
N W. E, Peters, Special Agent

' S. K. McKee

Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. S. Dept of J’usticg
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: or Investigation, F- 8 pepartment °t J’nstieoq :

S ’.ﬂ K .‘\‘,‘-’4..;)_‘.

in Havana for the past fifteen years. 'During the .
month of September 1934, I was working as a receiving : .
teller et tindow #9. »4-.-;= _ w2 A

- - A
-t R v, Lo ,‘_j,

I have been ahown an original deposit ticket ﬂated
Sept. 6, 1934, which shows that a deposit of $5500-
in currency was made by the firm Mercantil Nacional?
S.A. on that date. ‘I received this deposit. I havo
also, been shown five wrappers, used in wrapping .. .
currency in the bank, and I can state that each of" S -
these five wrappers were used by me on Sept. 6, 1934‘,’ -
inwrapping packages of ten dollar bills, fifty bills Lo
being contained in each package. The wrappers bear =~ - .

my initials and the atamped date of Sept ‘s, 19:'54{_»-M AR Pt

ne o

- 3—', , .‘f L /a/ N. Rodrigue P
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A1l or the statements made by ‘me as set forth abave Ve
- have been made in response to oral 1nterrogationa or _
the herein named Agents, and, ‘in response to the ° ‘ _:‘
written request conteined in the letter of Agent . =
8. K. McKee, directed to the National City Bank ot '

New York Havana, on llay 10 1955. :

. "' ’.p
"itnasses, T *3) LAl
"W. E, Peters, 8pecia1 Agent, el
8. K. McKee @ ™ '
Federal Bureau of Investigation,

. s. Dept. of J'ustieo.
'r -15. ’
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o é - l(r. Dawson also atated that the I’ederal Reserve Board has ’a e '

A rule to the effect that it cannot exchange one kind of currency tor s
another without the payment of $1.00 per thousand on the exchange, " g R R
" Inasmuch as the National City Bank is holding approximately $13,000 '~ 1
"in ransom bills, it was felt that it would be the desire of the Burean
to have this money withdrawn from circulation and ‘turned over to the
. Federal Reserve Board, the same to be forwarded to the Treasury at *%-- e
. Washington for mutilation, in order to avoid needless investigative :? E:
A 'activity which would have been the naturael result of the returm of - §-
. this money to circulation. Mr. Dawson was of the opinion that thi: *
" expense was not one which should properly dbe borne by the Bank, and ~
" inasmuch as the mutilation of the currency was for the convenienco of .
. the Bureau, the Bureau should pay the expense or tha exchango. R ~;
'; : Agent lchee, at the time or conferring with Special Agent
in Charge R. A. A1t relative to the securing.of the signed atatementa,
" also informed Mr. Alt of the situation relative to the removal of this::

currency fram circulation, and asked to be advised as to the Bu.reau'a

Q
vy
1

desires in the matter. Under date of May 10, 1935, SAC Alt advised .. -

that the Bureau had authorized the payment "of the 1;13 00 to €he Natlonai T

City Bank, This payment was made, the money was turned over to the - '

Federal Reserve Bank at Havana, and H. G. Frazer, Manager of the A
Federal Reserve Bank, advised that the money would be torwardod*to “..;;s-b e
] Washington for mutilation on lla.y 17 1935. 7_',- TeT L F e g -l
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e T I-ouia s. Bosenthall Vice-President Chase National Bank KON R
was interviewed relative to the obtaining of signed statements from
the bank employeea setting forth their connection with. the exchanga“ P
of ransom bills. He stated that, inasmuch as these statements were il

e

to be taken as employees of the benk end not fram the witnesses as - - - e

individuals, he would be required to communicate with the head orﬁco -
... of the bank in ‘New York City before this suthority could be granted, : .
- . and he also stated that he desired that the request for these atate-
ments be made in writing aetting torth the pu:pose for which they
were to be used, .- R o

N ae- ",,,;w- . S e
P Bureau authority having 'been granted Agent McKee prepared
" a letter for his own signature setting forth the request end the pur-.
" pose for which these statements were being obtained. Mr. Rosenthall ™~
later edvised that he had received a cable from his New York office N
aufhorizing him to permit the employees of the bank to execute signed  :7: ::
statements. After being so advised, Agents obtained signed statementa'
from the following employees of the Chase National Bank, which state- .. -
ments are being retained in the Jacksonville File:- .Tose Manual Zalacain,
Joseph Garrido and Jose Feijoo: : .




"Havana cu‘ba.
May 11, 1835,

“ ,.'ﬁ.v /s. yv

I Joseph Garrido mke th.is voluntary etateunent to B. \
)chee and W. E. Peters, Federal Bureau of Inve-tigation,-
U. S. Departnent of Juptico." : ;,-,;;‘.llr;-.;’t

” : A A SRR H»#;"'-nk:, ol ‘z' 557

I em employed et the Havana Branch of ‘the’ Chaee National"‘*,
Bank as head of the accounting department. I have been ]
in the mploy or the bank for eight yeare.

; f r"

-?’.

department, told me that Rene Bolivar would come to tho
bank in a short time with $72,000 in American bills of - e
smell denominations. He told me to see that the bills rere T
counted and to pay Bolivar in large bille. ‘.l’hero was & ;. ;.

discount charged on the traneaction. o Lk :

i -A/F Tt u--v*-:eg 3 i »,L -~

R B3

s T Shortly thereafter Bolivar came to the bank vith a man 'ho
e T appeared to be an American. This man appeared to be about
forty-five years of age, five feet ten inches in height,
weighed about one hundred seventy pounds, had grey hair, and -
a florid complexiom. ., This man had a newspaper package and -

s u».

o mixed five, ten and twenty dollar American bille. ) Iach I
R package was held together with mbber bande.~

This money was turned over by me to Jose Feijoo, my eecretary UL
" to be counted. While the counting was taking place Bolivar"-‘-'-
" end this man were talking end I heard that the stranger was con-;;'éf: :
nected with Col. Sabbath of Chicago, Ill. and hed come to Havana -~
. to teke over the race track. I cannot remember whether Bol:lvar R
- 1ntroduced me to thie man, or 11‘ I ever heard hie nemes - :
L "After reijoo told me that he had counted. theanall'bille ‘ana ©
¢ *  found the total to be correct I secured $72,000 in large bille
e _from the paying teller and delivered them to this man. The :
"’ . discount for exchanging the bills was paid by the stranger. :
<.#°% I remember that I gave him an unbroken package of fifty ome-
thousand dollar bills, several loose one thousand dollar bills,
and the balance in 1ooee five hundred dollar bille‘ RV
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5 I beve been ehorn e photograph which T, ‘em %ol is” that 61’ v
,'Caeeiue McDopald. I recognize. it tlnt of the Amerieui’ g
.who came to the bank with Rene Boliver end to whom the "
$72,000 in large bills were paid, I am positive thetj- w3l
would recognize thie man again _11’ I eaw hm' o

A =

At the time T receivea ‘the emall bille fran choneld I
did not notice on what bank they were drawn - as I aie-
not have them in my possession but a shor t time. I can
only state that they were emerican bille of ﬁ.ve, _ten, :
and twenty dollar denomin?iona: pe : ;
L IR ST ST

T have read thie statement coneisting or
lmo' theteontente tp be the truth.

i Tl e

> .
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; Specta) Tgent T 1T e St s
-W. BE. Peters .. ® <
.. Federal Bureau of Inveetigation
u. 8. Departnent or J’ustice.

U. s. Department or Juetice.#“

'1\;
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' I am employed as head or the exchange department at the :
Havena Branch of the Chase National Bank. I have been in
the employ of the 'benk over eleven years. . ;‘:“
On September 10 1934, Rene Bolivar, whom I have known for Wit ': AR
several years, end who was working as a broker, came to the ° ‘
bank and told me he had a customer who had $72 000 in small

P = v: -.*-- ‘,.:, ,'4-
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American bﬂle whfch he wanted “to ehange for large bhlc.

" He asked if the bank would handle the transaction and what~
discount would be charged. I told him that we could handle:
~ the changing of the bills and that thirty cents per hundred

3 'ould have to be charged. He agreed to this arrangement. <

3L -
"J" , \-._-F;‘ﬂ,_' “.

A little later in the day, and a8 I was going out to lunch
I again met Bolivar and he complained that thirty cents per
hundred was too high a figure to pay. I then told him that’ L

we would handle the transaction for twenty cents per hundred. - . -
I t0ld Joseph Garrido that Bolivar was coming in with the . i." -
emall bills and asked him to see that they were counted and SR
to meke payment in 1arge bills. ’~: : S -‘.-,_:;.-_. : Y

v

During my convereationa with Bolivar regarding thie matter 2
he was alone. When I returned from lunch the deal had been
concluded. A R .;~>-.-. Lo e

o ———n e cmin - e P R Y VPRI S - rrme

On the tollowing day, Sept. 11, 1934 I approved ‘the sale of '
$50,000 worth of these small bills to the Nationel City Benk,
The remaining $22,000 were included in a total sale of - . . 5
$25,000 on the same date to the Banca Commercial. ' I can pm'“’f e
duce the original record of the 'bank to show thia transaction. A

‘During a later conversation with Bolivar he told me the man
‘who had exchanged the small bills was in Havana for the pur-'

7

: “poee of taking over the race tracke- L) IRt RIS - ”m. el

/a/ J'. ll. Zalzcain
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‘ A, witnessed:

w. E. Peters,
S. K, McKee, IS
Federal Bureau of Inveetigation, me

U, S. Deparﬁnent of J’ustice. Coe

I e IR RRTES S

Special Agent
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I, Joae !'eijoo, deaire to make the rollowing voluntaq
statement to 8. K. McKee and W. E. Peters, Special Agents,t: . s’
Iederal Bureau or Investigation, U. S. Dept of Justico. P "

. -'-

I am employed a8 a etenographer in the Havana branch or
| _" the Chase National Bank, end haveé been employed by thio :
"bank for the past 6 yeara.
. the ‘bank L -3 R SRR

'.l‘o the best of ny knowledge, 1t was on Sept. 10 1934, that
Joseph Carrido, Head of the Accounting Department, called ne
and when I approached ‘him, I noticed that he was talking '1th .
‘Rene Bolivar, who I know by sight, and with a man who appearod
. to be an American, but with whom I was not acquainted. Mr.: -
Cerrido geve me a 1afge package of bills end instructed me to . L e
o2 . count them right ane,y, as Bolivar and thia men were 'aiting tor ;
them.r . : !

I observeﬁ that this large package was made up or a number or
these smaller packages were made up of five, ten, and twenty -

dollar American bills, end that these packages each containing
‘a total of $1,000 in American bills, Each package of $1000 7

was bound together with a heavy rubber band. I recall that ,.i‘n e E
all of the bills in each package were not of the seme de~ . "7z &' -
nomination, but I am unable to recall whether they were all [
iasued by the same bank or 'by different banka. et U ', :

L PeYs i‘::',tn._.-»,a 1:—- B -
Atter I had counted a11 or the bills, I informed llr.; Garrido 35
that the package contained $72,000., . I saw Mr. Garrido secure ,

an unbroken package of 50 one thousand dollar bills, and - o
some loose thousend and five hundred doller bills and pay :- :
" them tQ the American who was in company with Bolivar.' I now g
also recall that Bolivar end this American were accompanied
by an elderly man who appeared to be a Cuban, ’but with whom
I am not acquainted. e a ‘

iea

. - A

I have 'been ehown e photograph or a xnan 'lrho, I em informed gt
‘{8 Cassius McDonald and I desire to state that this photo- .-

t
<

L N
F .
1

o graph looks like the American with whom the $‘72 000 was . v-ij B
__ . exch&nsed' RN S
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I em or the opinion that 1 would know him 1: I ever had‘ -* =
' an Opportunity to see him again :ln pereon. oy L AT

Iitneesee.h B
" 8¢ K, McKee, Special Agent

~ .
e

C WK, Peters, - s T
S Federel Bureau of Inveetisation e B
) o ‘ U. s. Depto of :ustie.o T ”' P P e " . By -
: o D . - IR G ac T Creelsn Bapta %
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: . At the Cuban Gola House, Known by the nemes of Mir and Gual, e
eleo ‘Mercantil Nacional, interview was hed with Feustino Munoz, who FTA

- furnished a signed statement, which will be found set out below. lunoz S

- does not speak English end thie statement was obtained through interpre-. _' '
tation by Rene Bolivar. A copy of the etatanent in Spe.nieh was rurniehed T

Munoz.

TETTTTT T UI6 ghould be stated here that at the time of interview Iith“?sf e
Mr. C. F. Elsner, Sub-Manager at the National City Bank, he delivered .. . -
_ to Agents,for use in this 1nveetigation, the original of the deposit -~ ™.
*'slip of Mercentil Facional, dated Sept. 6, 1934, which covers the deposit .-,
. on that date of $55Q0 in curremcy, This deposit ticket bears the sig-"
" nature of Luis Garcia, whom Munoz stated actually delivered the deposit ..
to the Nationel City Bank. Munoz advised that Gercia is no longer in-
the employ of the company, and that he did not know where Garcia could
be located. Munoz stated, however, that the deposit in question was .
prepared under his direct supervision. The depos‘.lt ticket will be made

LY part of the Jacksonville Office file. ,- IR

-3
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/ "Havana, Cuba

I - s by
b ,r'r'

_ I Fauetino Hunoz, make this statement to 8. K. HcKee }"" IR
: end W. E. Peters of the Federal Bureau of Imeetigation, A

”"...(-».-»'. P s. Depar.tment of J'uetico. 4 el
HEY DI ; L e At .*;' ". TR R SR
3 T I em employed es Cashier et Mercantil Nacional for the L
Tho-d ’ past nine years. I have worked for the firm ror eleven ,
T yearse .

Yeoee




I have been shown a photograph, which I em told is that of o
- Cassius McDonald, and I recognize it as the picture of . !
. - @ man, who.came to the exchange house on Sept. 5, 1934, ""’i""
", with Rene Bolivar and Juan Ruiz end purchased around tix .»g -
'y or seven thousand dollars in gold with American five and
ten dollar bills. The bills he had were aeparatod upnck-
ages of one thousand dollars each, and each package was, y ;-
- held together with rubber bends. The ontiro tranoac'cl.on"
consumod about one-half ot an hour. # ;

D R T NCHEIIRY :_‘, DR I B

I remomber this transaction vell as lchonald gave mo aboutﬂf’
$2.80 in gold change which was left and I bought 4 govern-
ment lottery ticketa with 1t and won $18, OOO.. .

I remember that a portion of the unall billa rocoivod in tho
transaction with McDonald were used to purchase gold coins -
with from various individuels who:came into the houses " I 3
have examined the benk deposit book of the house, which ~
covers our account with the National City Bank in Havana,
and I find that $5,500 in bills was deposited under date - RO
of Sept. 6, 1934, the teller who signed for this deposit Can
being named Rodriguez. That portion of the bills whiech were . LR ey
not used to purchase gold coins vith were mcluded in tho
abovo deposit, - ~ S

T Rt ae e i et s " emetaiema LA

This statement iz made thru interprotation ‘by Rene Bolivar, K
as I only speek Spanish, . . - e G :
SRR T TN e :
PRI /a/ Faustino llunoz. o

. -
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3 Witneased.w?x;“;i N '_ - _dbl -
S. K. ncKee, Spocial Agent ,
¥W. E. Peters, Special Agent .
Federal Bureau of Investigation,

.U B. Departnent of J’ust:loo.,
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A re-:lnterview was had by Agents Iith Bene Bolivar and Juan: d LS
iP Ruiz, at which time they ‘both furnished signed etatements. As Rniz
) "‘does not speak English, ‘the. statement from him was obtained through '&
o _~' interpretatlon by Bolivar._ These atatements are as follo.a,--...:‘_

RV s o T
: ~_, lﬁA »A*f«u '~“'~~~).,.,

. 'Havana, “Cuba

I reside at Linea 112, Vedado, a su'burb of Havana, Cuba. -
I wes formerly employed a8 menager of the Hotel Plaza in A
Havana. For a short time I wes associated with one Ortega
in the liquor business. During the early fell of 1934, :-
I operated as a broker with Juan B. Ruiz, At the present = ;
time I am employed by the Cuben Tour:lst Commission, c.

gation, U. 8. Deparhnent of J‘ustico.

on Sept. 5, 1934, Ruiz and I were approached in the Ca.fe
Europa on Obispo St. by mn American who stated he had & a "f -
quantity of American bills of emell denominations with -
which he wanted to purchase Cuban gold. This man did.:
not say who had referred him to us but merely told us’ ...
what he wanted, He told us that his name was O'Brlen, NS T
~ that he was stopping at the National Hotel; and, that ~e# 1. o “~wir.
he lived in Detroit, Mich. I carried on the conversa-
tion with him as Ruiz does not speak English. This man -
was about fifty years of age; & little less than six feet .
in height, weighed around 175 to 180 pounds, had gray hair,
a florid complexion, and was well dressed. I have been .
shown & photograph which I em told is that of Cassius llc- -

“was O'Brien. «2_. < ;",j#f' T 3 . " :
- Ruiz and I went with Mc‘Donald 'to cu'ban gold houees known F
es Mir & Guas and La Dichosa where he bought $11,000 in .
‘cuban gold coins., .The purchases at these two places were
in the emounts of $5,000.00 and $6,000.00, respectively, or
vice versa, in cuban gold; and, McDonald paid for the gold .»-%.
in Americen five and ten dollar bills which he had arranged -~
in packeges of one thousand dollars each, each package being -
held together by heavy rubber bands. The $11,000 in cuban
gold cost around $18,000 in Americen bills as the gold ex-
change rate at that time was between one dollar sixty and

. one dollar seventy cents.
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. ebout the poesibility of him teking over the race track.

""" who formerly operated the track. McDonald, also, remarked
" _that the American bills had come from poolroom gambling :l.n‘ " 4»1

. the United States, and said he wanted to sell these in %

' 'Havana to avoid possible questioning. I did not see m-

E lto j‘—i o L Ty ‘:"._' A '3‘ ‘_ "4 i
,' 3 . oY 'n’ R,

_ cuban gold at a discount, . $11,000 of this amount was de- .

. whether McDonald ever delivered the remaining $3000 1n gold,
_to the National City Bank, - ’s

e About four or five days "later McDonald ﬁgain contacted ‘Ruiz
7., . and me at the Cafe Europa and inquired if $72,000 in small *

‘. Ya - o .
» o w . =

¢« 0 .

i 4'.\ : 1

in Havana, and mentioned a connection with C olonel Sabbatﬁ, ‘}

A short time, that :ls a few hours, after the gold had been :
purchased, McDonald epproached me again in the Cafe Buropa,
and asked me to bring Ruiz to a room on the eighth floor of
the National Hotel. He gave me the number of the room at
the time. We went to his room and he advised that he hal
decided to return to the United States on the next day, and S
as he could not take the gold into that country, he wanted . ! S
to purchase American bills of large denominations with it.'«’ aEe st
The three of us went to the National City Bank on O'Reilly - : .

St. where an agreement was made for the sale of $14,000 1n i

livered at the time, this being the gold which had been
purchased on the same day. McDonald received American

 $1000 bills for the gold., There was some discussion at the - . A

bank regarding the remaining $3,000.00 in gold on the contract, -
but this was settled by l(cDonald aaying he would deliver tho :-’_S; _
balanceinafewdays. IS P p TR R TR
Ruiz and I made a prorit of $140 thru the purchase or ths
gold for McDonald. - Before we parted McDonald to0ld me he:
knew e man in the United States who had a large qnantity
of American currency which he wanted to exchange for larse s
bills, also a large sum in Liberty bonds, and that he might "

get &n touch with this man in the near future. I do not know 4

,,,,,, S
s Don 1, ‘ e, A,\ N ...,._2 ",-.c’v.'.&}i.vf-?-.
i | . . e

Americen bills could be exchanged for large billa. When I ‘. M
t0ld him I thought the exchange could be made he gave me the ™
nunber of a room on the seventh floor of the National Hotel
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' e.nd asked Ruiz and me to come there. ‘le went to the room,
" the number of which he had furnished me, and found thet Mec-
Donald had a suite of rooms. , There was another man in thil"
room but McDonald 4id not introduce Ruiz and me to him. » e
have been shown a photograph, which I em told is of Iilliom

J. Harrison, and I believe it to be the picture of the mn '
who was in the room. Harrison had very little to’ say and "

appeared just to be hanging around ‘the rocm. He was ahort
and fat and had light brown hair. I think I would know hin

if I sew him again. McDonald produced a package wrapped in "~ -
newspaper which he said.contained $72,000 in five, ten amd -~ -

twenty dollar ‘billa, and aaid he wanted to get large bill. FERETEn
for thm. L R 2 . PR R X - -1T.{x ,’ .4-'5 L : X "”“.-"’ '_'_' .
'\"‘._ ‘. o K } ‘ . B ,",)_ L } s ,,‘\' i G .- ‘-‘_:-; N _.‘ ': N .A . :" 9 %= A

I communiceted with a reletive of mine nemed Cano who' was’,
assistant treasury of the Cuban Treasury to see whether the
_ exchange could be handled thru the treasury, but he advised .
that it would be better to teke the bills to same bank, o
I then went to the Chase National Bank. I went in &nd dm-.. '
quired if the switch of bills could be handled.” I learned S «,"‘*
that a discount of 1/4 of 1% would be charged on the trans- ~~ ° --
action and communicated this information to McDonald. The -
exact discount was $144.00. He said the discount was all W
right. We went into the bank and the money was turnmed over ~ fi: "~
to a teller to be counted. It was arranged in packages of . . -w.
$1000 each and each package was held together with rubber .. '~~~
bands., After the small bills had been counted and found to -
‘be in the correct amount, McDonald received an unbrokea ;
package of fifty $1000 billa, several loose $1000 bills, and
_the remainder of the total emount in loose $500 bills. . Mc
Donald gave me $200.00 to be divided between Ruiz ‘and myself b
for our services, and then departed. I have not seen McDonald
+ since that time, and wish to state that I only knew him under -
. the name of O'Brien. So far as I kmow Harrison did not leave
. the hotel at the time the $72,000 was exchanged at the Chase ~ .
National Bank. He, at no time, made a trip any place in nv
company X only saw him once. e Ty

"I'he two 1nstances which I have related ‘are the only ones in

which I have had anything to do with the exchangeof small \
denomination bills for bills of larger denominations.
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About a week arter the last money m changed 'ho'enrr:f
Arthur Beale, who is°'a ‘relative of mine by marriage, -:= .o
approached me and told me that he had heard about me having:
chenged some mmall bills for ones of larger denominations., -
 Beale advised that he knew a party in New York who had sev- .3‘ ,
‘eral hundred thousand dollars in samall American bills, which 4 il
he wanted to have changed into large bille and that he would .
get in touch with the party eand have the bills brought %o ',j :
Havane, and let me handle the switching. A few days later
. I again telked to Beale and he showed me a cablegram from.
‘ome Vincentico Milian; Jr. of Miami, Fla., the calbe being-*
~ from New York, which rererred to "100 000 cigars™ and Bea.'l.o
said that the cigars referred to in the cablegram really"
meant dollars., Beale on another occasion showed me a ca’bl
gram in which advice was requested as to when the cigars
- would errive in Havana. Nothing ever materialized fram -
my conversations with Beale, however, as he never turned
any money over to me to be switched. e

L .‘Q'\ wr

"I em willing to travel to Hiami Fla. and testify “to tha "
above facts in the United Statea District Court; also to
identify Cassius McDonald as the person who changed tho
money in Havana. I can, also, ‘say that the picture of’: :
William J, Harrison, which hes been shown to me, iooks like
the person who was in McDonald's suite at the National Ll
Hotel when the #72 000 in small billa was secured. b
- I have read this atatement, consisting or seven pages and
hnow the contents to ’be ‘the truth. R R ,

s. K. McKee, Special Agent.
W. E. Peters, Special Agent, .. -
Federal Bureau of Investigation.' i
U S. Department or J’ustice. :

.
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I J'uan P. Ruiz, make thie statement vgluntarily to. s. TR
l[cKee and W.'E, Peters of. the Federal Bureau ot Inveatlga- .
tion, U. S. Department of -Tuetice. e N

L2t . -
a ,_- AR FEveE ‘-.., 3

4 -' ~.;',"-¢¢1

As Ido mot speak nngnsh this ‘atatement

Q‘

norz'.. :

| QUES.'I;ION:' Please atate your neme and addreu.t -._:f‘.f‘..: ;
ANSWER: Juan P. Ruis, 14th St. between 3rd & Sth - T
K> Ste., Reparto, A.'lmendares, Harianao (Havana). ' k

3 show you e photograph of Ceesin.s IcDonald f

and ask you ir you know this nan? »?
Ies. _’ TR = "v_ Lo J‘

wre the ¢iriunstences? ¢

When did you meet him and 'hat

A. At the Cafe Europa where Bolivar and I were operating -
"+ a8 brokers, The time was in September, 1934, He
S approached me and asked me something in English ‘about--

gold. As I did not speak English I brought Bolivar"-""‘;
to talk to.the man. I learned that he wanted to b

# . ™ ebout $11,000 in gold and I talked to Mir & Guas,. . ?‘j S
* ' gold brokers, and inquired about buying the gold, ‘i,_ L
T I was told the gold could be bought but they only .. .-
S had about $6,000. McDoneld had between $18,000 and
$20,000 in Americen bills., I telephoned to I-a 'Dichosa
N _and arranged to buy more eold. .-
"‘-.“,,."_';v"‘_/i . L.."’ o 'a':)- h. .
QL ‘What did you do then? VT E
A. - The three of us went to thie mans Toom on the B'I:h s
Cioe floor of .the hotel in a taxicab and he got ebout  *'#
SO $20,000 in American five and ten dollar bills. 'J.'h'e’-'
RN bills were in packages of slooo each e.nd wer; held
Q
A L s
Q. Did the men tell you hie name? S RS
A, - Yes ~ Mr. O'Brien. TR T

-
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" of the bills he had.
end $1.70. I do not remember

‘What did you a0 next?

gold with the emall bills.
it was about the aame at both

P

commission. It was $140.00.

'bo :': s

 '1 o Liian PR
Did you see McDonald asain?

Yes - around 3:00 o'clock the

Av

~"* had learnmed he could not teke
" g£o0ld with him in a bag. 1 eit

. sell the gold.
. cafe, The three of us went to

_the sales slip was made out.
difference by me the next day.

paid.
one thousand dollar ‘01113. .

Did you leave McDonald then?
Yes, he told us good-bye, but
few days with more bills to be

L »_,; A

“’here did you go trcxn the National Hotel?
, 'l‘o Mir & Guae, Oentro Astruriano Bldg. A

I'hat occnrred there, if anything? o o
. We went Yo the cashier's window. , chonald purchaaed
either five or six thousand dollars in gold with somo
The exchange was between $1.60, -

- g0ld and bills were counted and we 1eft.
had been waiting 1n rront. o L e

Where aid you go from La Dichosa? i DRR SRR & ‘ o T
- We went back to the National Hotel and l!cDonald paid us our T

Did you have any other agreement with McDonald? y

- .‘..»-.-.‘

Then you left the. hoten m-*-f"

the National City Bank or went to the bank and arranged to
McDoneld end Bolivar waited for me at the.

" amount and McDonald told Mr. Elsner that he would send the -~

Wy L4
N

h X
.'-’1‘

the exact ﬂgure. fha *
Ou:r taxicag B

.....

R

places. w“

,ﬁ .

R

q 'n
¥
‘.'

seme arternoon he came to the

Cefe Europa in a taxicab and said he wanted to sell the gold . -
as he was going back to the United States the next day emd -
He had thd

the gold with him,
her telephoned Mr. Elsner at™.

‘the National City Bank and

&'
There was some mistake in the ’_ e

s

We went to the cashiert's

window and Mr. Elsner asked McDonald how he wanted to be . o
McDonald sais he wanted big bills and he received .5 :

O -
R

said he would return in a
changed,

ce

&
v

% 4T

¥o drove to Le Dichosa where he bought sbout ts 000 4 ML - L
I em not sure a‘bout tho amount -
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- Q. Did he tell you where he had gotten the large amount L o
: of small bills? : 2 e
He told Bolivav they came rrom gambling. )

-'& . - - v.<.."

i "— TR e

Dia you see ncDonald again? If ao when? ol :
About four or ;:hre days later. at the ‘lane ;placoi. (2

Ihat placa ao you mean? L
Cafe Eu.ropa. 's .*; Tg#\;‘_ v

. What, if anything, occurred therot :
He said he wanted to change some unall bﬂla ror big billa.
He said it was a usual transaction at bank'. LA A

How many emall bills did he havet =~ Tl e

Seventy some odd thousend dollars. ‘,{* g '?','E"Z

. B R ET UERE
Did he have the bills with ‘him 8t the eefa? . o

_ le went with him to the National Hotel in a taxicab to gst thun. :

"“~'-. --—:m .‘1151;.-4-‘.,\ (e

Do you remember the num'ber of his room? J“‘-f"“"--»;w i : ~s
Ho. _ ) -

Did he have a single. room or a suite?
Ee had a suite? .. _ WL Ly ..r'_

Did you see any other peraon 1n the auite ‘besides l(cDonald?
,Yes - there was a man sitting on the bed. PR i“‘
Y < > S 1"j ,{r )
Would you know that man if you saw him again? R SECAE
No, I do not think so. He was reading a magazine and lert

'the room rig,ht after we came in.

4 K N » AR e . *
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o Q. I ahow you a picture of lﬂliam J Harriaon and aak you -
Ly e if you have ever seen him? . . . .i.. . .7
AR A o, Ido ot think so.__‘ RN ..ﬁ_-;:_'_

W

i

L

Pt
ﬁ‘ %

?

7 Qe »nm you get the money at the hotel?*.- R I

%7 . .. A. Yes - it was on the bed and he wrapped some in a Rewspaper .’

=i e 0 -7 - and the rest dn a leather case, It, was in bundles with rubbez -
bands around them. SRR R Tt ot RN

~ - =

ﬁ‘”m‘w

-
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Where aid you go from the hotel? ‘ B i '
To the Chase National Bank. Bolivar had arranged to get large
bills for the small bills. , G e
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EIC L o S ?.' "'
Q. What kind of bills did lchonald recein ror t‘he mall -

bma? . e e 1~ ’ * ' ’ 7. -... ‘4‘9.. R

; I'ive hundreds and one thousandl Rty
Q. 'ere all ot the ’oills looao? x;-.,-.'t,;

A, I do not remember. '

Q. Did lchonald have to pay a discount on the transaction?
oy Tes - I don't remember exactly - about 1/4 of lﬁ

‘~-6.

A, No.

Q. Did McDonald tell you enything about h:ls business? » :
4. No. Everything was told to Bolivar eas I could not under-"w ;
stand English and McDonald did not speak Spaniu;t

! BN B /a/ Juan P. Ruiz -
‘Witnessed: © - ”:2,» Coa - )

é. V'K. Mclée, 8pécia1 Agent 'f'
W. E, Peters, Special Agent - .

‘Federal Bureau of Investigation
.U, S. Department or J'ustice.
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A Howard Soler, Supt. oi' Trarric cuban Telephone Co., ,
'Havana, was interviewed on Mey 7, 1935, by Speeial Agent 8. K. lcxee :

" for information regarding telephone calls made by subject Heller o+ .+

subject Karpis under the alias Wagner between Havana and Varadero Beach,
.:..  [uba; also, for data as to telephone calls, both incoming and outgoing, -

. ;.  between points in the United States and Havana, Cuba, and island pointn.

The_period of the search for Havana to Varadero Beach galls was Sept. e

15 to Dec, 10, 1934, while the period for the search of internation R

calls was Sept. 1, 1534 %6 Jan. 31, 1935,

T i7" The rollowing long distance calls between Eavana and
Varadero Beach Guba were located: AR | ed ookt s e
L ' B 9:28:5¢ Havana to Varadero Beach - Mr. Heller talked rrcln S
SoiFTe s 7 phone #M-6904 (Hotel Parkview) for 4 minutes at cost of RRe
R e $1.65 to Central Orﬁce in Varadero Beaeh. Operator #22—‘3

handled thecall,

i g e 10-1-54 Eavana to Varadero Beach - llr. Heller talked rrou _

S R dats

il phone #M-6904 (Hotel Parkview) for 3 minutes at cost of .
_;;j’.v e e $1.55 to Mr. Wagner at Central Office phone. Operator #28-A
A S P ha.ndlod the call. .Jr _. .~‘§-_,.~,j;.w, ?, o ,: s,,...{._" -’-‘.5:*' )

i 10-1-34 Havaia to Varadero Beach - llr. Heller talked fran

" " phone #M-6904 (Hotel Parkview) for 3 minutes at cost of = .
$1.55 to Mr. Wagner at Central Ortice phone. Operator fZQ-A
handled the call.' it P s L

.«-.'-‘ -4.-.».;.:. .';.r e 1»,‘-—‘;‘, "."I'- € ,~-;'

’ 11-18-34 Havens to Varadero Beach Mrs. lagner talked fmn
phone #-6904 (Eotel Parkview) for 3 minutes at cost of % il :
$1.55 to Mr. Iagner at central otfice phone. Operator #28-A handled

“'i';';, .. the call. W :
\":',-.-_'-\‘*:'- . 'g ". .‘t‘;:'f - "‘ e '-~. " 5 - P '. 'T“".

ST 'I'he only 1nternationa1 call or interest to this 1nvestigation :
L. " “yae one made on Nov. 30, 1934 at telephone #U-8981 (Hotel National) to Joe ~* :f

Adems on telephone #2-7491 Miami, Fla. The person calling was named Gold-
berg. The call was for eight minutes at a cost of $22.35. Operator 47-B ,
handled this call, Inquiries were made at the Hotel National regarding ,,_'_ _'
Goldberg, es will be. reported. . - e '
Mr. Soler of the Cu'ban Telephone Company advised in response
to inquiries, that the above information was furnished on a strictly confi-
dential basis. He stated that the procedure to follow in the event it became

——————
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have the American Ambassador in Havana secure an order from the Judge o i
the proper Cubam Court o the telephone company, A&BCribing the -

"~ -ealls, and demanding the g to the calls be Lrodueed o SO
“befors the—tourts _He stated that, as 800n as this formality is covered, g‘

 the Company would be perfectly willing to permit the respective operators
"to make the necessary trip to the United States. “The identities of the*
operators would be ascertained thru their numbers, 'hich are listed above,A

as to each calls UL, st R Z,-~ D T TN
o l_- s COpies of the telephone company recorﬂs covering the five ca].le, .
E e N

. described sbove, were obtained and will be made a part of. the J'aokeonville
Of“ice file in thie matter. ) AN SR : A, 3 g

."‘ e “

S et - ‘3 ...7....;: .2 - _, S

B 7. . H. J’arvis, Assistant llanager, Hational Hotel,was interviewed ’
relative to obtaining a signed statement as well as obtaining signed state- %~
ments from other employees of the Hotel. Mr. Jarvie advised that he conld

. not make a signed statement, nor could be permit the other employees to -

"7 ™ make signed statements, without the authority of Will-Taylor, l(anager.*»-’f--'*;r v

' Further, that Mr. Taylor was not available and it would be necessary i‘e‘r'“.- e

Agents to return at a later date. Agents returned to the Hotel later, at

~ which time Mr, Jarvis stated that he had talked %0 Mr. Taylor relative to - -
‘making signed statements at which time Mr. Taylor informed Jarvis that '_ g ‘.'f»' cE

" before he, Taylor, would suthorize the signing of statements, it would .
be necessary for Agents to secure a letter fram The American Embassy ]
stating the records desired and the in.formation desired in the signed C e '5
ﬂtﬁtement’- R LT s ~:,.‘-f“' “‘,':’. ‘-‘ ;:.‘- e .

F 3 i
. (»,J.»,:“’ e

3 Freeman l&athewe, rirst Assistant to Ambassador Carfery, ‘was in- .
terviewed at which time a letter of introduction for Agents to Mr. Taylor . '
was obtained which letter contained the information requested by Mr.. - .- -
. Taylor. This 1etter was presented by Agents to Mr. Taylor aftier 'hich_-f '
‘signed statements were obtained from Jemes Ennis, Carlos Brito, Jemes ™
H. Jarvis and Gerald Hernandez, end registretion cards #4404 and 4422, :
showing the registration of McDonald at the National Hotel on Sept. £, RN
1934 end Sept. 9, 1934, and registration card #4421, showing the regie—
tration of Harrison with McDonald at the National Hotel on Sept. 9, 1954,
were secured, - m. . j,-,.;f.g oo N T _,'5 e E o m A AT

The registration card of William J. Harrison was i‘orwarded to
the Bureau by letter dated May 13, 1935, requesting that the signature
eppearing on this card be compared with the signature of Harrison, as it
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¥ " T Under date of Hay zl, 1955 letter was received rrc- the
o Bureau, edyising through Laboratory Relaort No, 7-576-5993, dated Iay
20, 1935, that a comparison had been made of the National Botel regief-
. tration card, No. 4421, dated September 9, 1934, bearing the signature :
~of "W, J. Harrison®, 4539 Gibson, St. I.ouis, llo." with the known algna- :
ture of Williem J. .Barriaon, and it is the opinion of the exeminer that .- . °
Harrison wrote the eignature appearing on the Hotel regietration card. ’ .

W

R ‘signed statements obtained from the Netional Hotel employeee,
are being retained in the .Tackeonville Office file, and they are ae rollote' '

1" ’«x'

P ERCEEN : . - ',..".-."',1,- - S "Havm. Cuba' « -.»'
A el e L LT May 8, 198801
I, Jemes Ennis, Nacionale Hotel, desire to make the following
: signed statement to S. K. McKee eand W. E. Peters, Special S
s e Agente, Federel Bureau: ot Investigation, U. S Dept ot -Tuatice. e e

I am anployed as room clerk at the above named hotel and have

fe ; - ‘, L} " . 1 - "'Azp ‘ . 5 ; 'ff:

On September 6, 1934 I was on duty at 12 ovclock noon. Short- ,
ly thereafter, a man who identified himself as Mr. C. McDonald .~ - -
came up to the desk, advised me that he occupied Room 816, and - :

~ that he desired to check-out. He also edvised me that he ex-_ -
- pected to return to the hotel within a day or two. R T
PPN On September 9 1934 at approximately 10 45 A. I., thie eame
: ~_ 1ndividual returned fo the hotel end was ‘accompenied by another
i . mane At that time, the man who had previouely stopped at the -
. ' hotel, registered as "C. McDonald & Party, 711 Hemmond Bldg., _
) . Detroit, Mich.* The individual who accompanied Mr, McDonald ;’ A
regietered as "W, J, Harrison, 4539 Gibson, St. I.ouie, lo. ‘ R
These men were. asaigned to Roome '?29-50-31. DIl R

I o'bserved these men around the lobby on numerous occasione, R
end on one occasion I saw them arrive at the hotel in a very
0ld delapidated green car. I especially noticed this because

I did not think that men occupying a suite, as were McDonald

“
3
S
LN NRRY SN
" i




+
.
1
)
]

i
|
E
i
b
t
’
%
|
)

- —

Al
.
.

ST
&7
R

v

.~

et

g e -

w5

" and Barrison, would 'be riding 1n luch an eld vehicle. s

., was able to observe this becaude the windows behind the
registration desk directly overlook the drive approaching
the entrance to the hotel. I also noticed them on eeverd{’.
occasions at which time they were accompanied ‘by Cuban i
e gentlemen with whom I am not acquainted. T
e MU Rew e 0 Dol A e
The photograph or Caesine )chonald has been dieplayed to ne
and I am positive that he is the same individual who regis- -

D ; """ tered on Sept. 9, 1934, and who checked out on Sept. 6, 1934.‘ SOSN A
S el - i s 1 have been shown the photograph of William J, Harrison and- . - . :.'
wiA e 7. ' can state that it looks like the W, J. Harrison who acoompanied

« ¥ rogs 7 . L7 . ¥cDonald at the time he registered at the hotel on Sept, 9, .. - \

-y Tt 7= 71934, I believe that if I had an opportunity to see hil 1n R
EREE R ‘ person, .that I wonld recognize hll. : _,,m.-' E Tyt e
n-.-—-%-‘—«‘ -—~ —— o b e e ——vw-.-»«‘- —— . e e o - e . -ev-"«‘lm:{..: »':‘ '--bm:»; .-a\' "-v‘--';'v. e
» /a/ J’amee Ennis ’ oL T
% S witneaeee ' > |
o enT o W. E. Peters, Special Agent. :

. 8. K. McKee , Special Agent, .
;.. Federal Bureau of Investigation .
i U 8. Department of J'ustice.

"Havana, Cuba,
i otheiil. . May 10, 1935

'I Carloe Brito, desire to make “the’ following etatement to
8. K. McKee and W. E. Peters, Special Agenta, r ederal Burean
of Investigation, U, s. Dept. of J’ustico. S s
VIR e Ty -,;;, L T R R
I em at preaeiﬁ: employed at the Nacionale Hotel Havana, Cuba,
and have been employed as Clerk at this hotel for ‘five years. ..
I was on duty at the hotel on the evening of. Sept. 4, 1934, lhile _
I was on duty a man registered in the hotel under the name of .- .
*C. McDonald, 711 Hammond Bldg., D etroit, Mich.® . His regiatra- '»_‘
tion is shown by Registration Card #4404, which is stemped as = .
having arrived at the hotel at 7:31 P. M. and I am positive ~
that I registered this man in at the hotel becasuse at that time

I placed my initials on the regietration card and they are now

still on this card.

;“;‘
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I have been ehown a photograph of a man who , 1 em infomea
ie Cassius McDonald, but I am unable to iﬂentif‘y it as the -
- “man who registered under the neme of C. ‘McDonald on Sept. A
L 4y 1934, I believe, however, - that if. I hed an opportu.nity~ :
e to aee thie man in person, I might be able to reoognize hin."

.»~-., x_‘,.

litnessee N e

W. E. Peters, Special Agent ,

. 8. K. McKee, Spedial Agent. » .. pe AR
Federal Bureau of Investigation, IR

U. 8. Dept. of J'uetioe. L R

g wokgy wal o el

"v,'-_,;".\'.,wr. - ...v,.-.;ﬂv.- - * * ‘ * ‘ ) = ) :
) _ "Havana, Cuba, e
, May 8, 1935, . - *
‘,, v et .‘,..i .,\_..._,.’._.,...,. s e e ,“,;e-” ...5 b = ....-A...xq-..,‘ .:..-s, %" tk,., TN

I Jamee H. Jarvis, Nacionale Hotel meke the following voluntary
etatement to Special Agents S. K. McKee end W, E, Peters, Federal
Bu.reau of Investigation, U. S Dept. 1‘ Justice. . A#; R,
I F L e
d I am Assistant Manager oi‘ the above named hotel and heve heen

connected with this hotel since it opened in 1930. o

-
2,
T
b3

The photographs of Cassius McDoneld and Wm, J. Harrison have been .
displayed to me as previous guésts of the hotel, but I am not :
able to recognize either of these individuals as ever having - _
'seen them before. However, if I were ever to see either of these
men in person, 1t is possible that I might recall having seen -
them previously. R R ar LE Cpares
s DTS S T T -'A—.':~~

B 4;- .- t‘,‘*

Iitneesea. o
¥W. E, Peters, Special Agent o D P S AR
8. K. McKee, Special Agent - “n oL e LTyt v

Federal Buresu of Investigation, = - S
U. S. Department of Justice.® : : s L

- . -
-
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"Havana, Cuba,
Xay 8, 1935.

PO ARy

I, Gerald Hernandez, make the following statement to W. E.
Peters, and S. K. kcKee, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
U. S. Department of Justice.

I have been employed as bell-mzn at the National Hotel in
Havane since the hotel opened in 1930. I live at Lugareno
3, Hevena,

I heve been shown photographs of Cascsius KcDonald end William
J. Harrison. I remember McDonald having occupied Room 816
severel months ago by himself - and a short time later having
registered at the hotel with a man who resembles the photo-
graph of Harrison. The two men occupied Suite 729-30-31 for
several deys. I em positive as to McDonald and believe I
would recognize Harrison if I ssw him again. I am positive
that there was no other person in the suite with McDonald
except the man who registered with him. Wwhen the two men
came to the hotel they were using en 0ld taxiceb and the fact
thet they were riding in such & car attracted the attention
of ¥r. Ennis, the clerk on duty, and myself. 1 showed them
to their rooms and believe they had only one bag each. On
the first occasion M¥cDonz1ld was at the hotel I cerried his
baggese down when he checked out.

The man I believe is Harrison, that is the men who was with
McDonald, was sbout five feet six inches tell, had light
brown heir, florid complexion, and his stomach protruded
over his belt., He wore a light gray suit and a panema hat.

/s/ Gerald Hernendez.

Witnessed:

S. K. McKee, Special igent

. W, E, Peters, Specisal igent

Federel Burezu of Investigation,
U. S. Departnent of Justice."
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- 5.’ ST During ‘the couree or the inveetigat fon at the Cu‘ben Telepho -"‘“
N COmoany, it was learned that on November 30, 1934, one Goldberg made at Lhé

"long distance telephone call from telephone number’ U 8981 to Joe Ldm 5

...at the El Comodoro Hotel,lhami .Florida. "Further, that this call was /'
-placed at B:40 4. M. and was terminated at.8:48 Ao M., the cherge on the
call being$22.35, . In viel of the date and the length of the tims eonsmned
in this conversation, 1t was- believed advisable to inquire into the fden-
tity of Goldberg, the telephone US98l being the telephone of the National’ )
Hotel 'here Cassiue chonnld and ' !. Harrieon had previouely etopped.

any

_ nt the Nat:lonal Hotel, Jose Biscay, Assistant Auditor, ‘was . i
1nterv1ewed. Aceording to the National Hotel records, as evidenced by
registration card f4793, Mr. and Mrs. Myer Goldberg, Carling Hotel,: -
Jacksonville, Floride, registered at the Nationel Hotel at 10:31 A. ll.
November 27, 1934, and ‘checked out at 2:06 P. M., November 30, 1934, "
They were regiatered in and checked out by room elerk Richard Perkiu < 4
- who had no knowledge of their identity. No forwarding address was lert
. at the time of their checking out. An examihation of the Goldberg leage:
""" account was made which failed to disclose any information of value in -
eddition to the above mentioned call. However, the Hotel ticket for
this call noted that Goldberg talked on the call from room 719, the ;.."h .

. Goldberge being at thet time aeeigned to room 71?. LT Ty e

,-u s -

Gty e oqe

.Y TFurther examination of the Hotel records diecloeed that ‘as .
evidenced by registration card number 4792, room number 719, on Rovember
30, 1934, was occupied by one L. I. Tumen, Perk Central Hotel New York-"™ -
City, Tumen having afrived at the hotel at the same time as the Goldbergs - - _
and having checked out at the same time as the Goldbergs. The ledger . - .j o
account of L. I. Tumen reflects that on November 27, 1934, two telegrame AU
were sent by him the total charge being $2. 70. These telegrame were : ._,"f,-'-,; L
directed to )Lre. L., I. Tmnen, Asbury Park N J‘., and H. Bogere Trenton, e

A”- -"'- e R e T T T SR E AL PO A S R S

rv."-:' ‘:‘7 . r"\-<

ST The National Hotel records also reflect thet Tmnen had pre- '.-'...-;'.«f-:'
.~ " viously stopped at the Hotel on November 19, 1934, and departed on
-~ November 24, 1934, at which time he regietered as Judge L, I. Tumen,
* " Park Central Hotel, New York City, as evidenced by registration card .:1. .3
© #4750. He was regietered in end checked out by Jemes Ennis, Room .. . .
_ Clerk, who has a hazy recollection of him but was unable to supply o
‘any 1m‘ormet:lon relative to his history other than to etate that he SRR
was suppoed to be a Eew York jndge. : N '

£ . roL .o . . cya s e PR .

” . .
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e g ﬁn examination of the Iedger account of J'udge I.. I, 'rumen,
covering ‘the above detes, re!’lecte the rollowing telephone callc ‘and ;
- telegrams.-;, ‘;_.,,,‘:1;’;; SR I ;

Cee w .
s.",, ; T on

y . .. Jacksonville,Fla. talked 4 min, :
-.’_" R Telegrama - H, Lanzner, New York City ~ Night 1etter
T Go Shammer, New York City = - j'!_. it

P, Sullivan, New York City

I ' llyer Goldberg, Statler Hotel :
TS S xi . _ ° Boston, Mass. Straight e
e b e Y. Tumen, Asbury Park, NoJo - #.:. 5 " .
DU l.. : f H. Rogero, Trenton, NJ. AR i

T

B .“'.'"" . ; - ) R 0" an \7"3

. 11-23-34 Long dietance - Mrs. Coldberg, # Alby &4,- Rt
B e L T orr - U J'acksonvillO. Fla. 3 minutea. «4.2&.,% i

ce T e

g et n ke ee s '. A 1etter incorporating the above infomation was inmediately
S prepared and dispatched eir mail to Special Agent in Charge R. A. Alt,
requesting that discreet investigation be conducted into the identity _ ‘
#7 . of Goldberg and his activities at Jacksonville, norida, In = .subsequent’ :‘r:: o
’ "telephone conversation with Special Agent im ,Charge Alt, he advised that ‘ o
he was very well atquaipted with Myer Goldberg, that he was engaged in -
dog racing being the owner of a kennel, and that, in all probabdbility, the
occasion of his telephone ¢all to Joe Adams wes to arrange for Goldberg's
dogs to run on the track Operated by Adems at Miami, Florida., In view _
PP ‘of this information, no further efrorts were nade to ‘secure the. telegrmo RPILS
eent by Tumen while in Havana. : -';_.':;5_. ’, g o EAe L AN >

wEl vy , A An investigation was conducted by Special Agent in Charge R. Al

’ Alt at Jacksonville, Florida, relative to Myer Goldberg, the subetance of _

‘this investigation being forwarded to Agents by letter under date of g‘f;‘ SRR

. Mey 10, 1935. Inasmuch as the investigation at Jacksonville indicated : S

" that Myer Goldberg had no connection with the subject, Joe Adams, other N -',( e

' than dog racing, it is not deemed advisable to incorporate herein the < '
‘. entire contente of this letter. A .

- . . e s
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tha past ‘ten days in connsction with some motiona concerning hh cm
There were a considerable number of remarks made by Heller during the i&:™. . ©°
course of this interview, which hed no connection with this matter. Hsllor
 was asked if there was enother iypewriter in the hotel besides the ones '©..
presently in the office end the restaurant, amd he replied in the negativo_ %
In response to a question, he advised that he could not remember if the - .:
typewriter in the office ever had a dblue ribbon on it. With respect to
the conversation relating to typewriters, he informed of his own volition ,

., that he could not 'use such & machins, and could not recall ever having . 5 . -
attempted to use one. wm_letter, postmarked at Havana.

' Cubs, on December 15, 1934, sddressed to R. R. Brown at the El Comodore :.,,.’
Hotel in Miemi, and later found in the Karpis house, and he stated that
mgt—_f:itten the letter, or had It written, ®nd Knew nothing of If —.

p e e Nt et R e p R e, R 7S ca e g e ket W*Mmt«— o =t Aveo S oo S S

Bel].er was asked what newspepers he reads, and he said he reads
the Havena Post, which is published in English; and the Diario de la Marina,
_which is published in Spanish, He also edmitted, in response to questions,
that he glances at the headlines of all other Spanish pepers published 4in
Have.na, and the neme of n Avance‘was mentioned by him in this connection.
.L “p T e z}' ’S‘ e 1’*"-" e Tt 5 " 3-‘ Rt x :E 5. 7 A ‘ *'p'::" "»’V";" ’ '"’ 14-' ~{ .

I Agents asked Heller for a ﬁat of the various employees of tho '
hotel for the purpose of interviewing them, end he advised that he would -
furnish such a 1ist. At this time he remarked that Renaldo Gonzalez, fom— :f,
er elevator operator, was mo longer in the hotel, he having gone to the := .U ’
United SBtetes some time ago. Heller could not furnish his address, He = -
told Agents that Gonzalez, before leaving, hed told him about his varionn

" conversations with Agents Brown end McKee during the period of the 1nit1a1
investigation of this matter in Havena; end said that Gonzalez had em . ~

_ ahown him Agents' address in chicago, Illinois. which he hed written on 2 ’

e piece of paper. L. i ,,; lsﬁ ,;;,__,_,.};:‘sf:gez;{,.-,. PR TR

R .m 7 Heller related that on Jemuary 29, 1935, he was shown the photo-” ot
%" -~ greph of Kerpis by one of the Econimedes Brothers, who are connected with "%
- .the hotel, The picture eppeared in one of the New York papers of several) .

deys previous, eand was in connection with Karpis' then recent escepe in - }.
Atlentic City. He said he and Econimedes recognized the picture as that
of the Mr, Wagner, who had been at the hotel; and he decided to telephone
the American Consul end edvise ¥hat he knew of the men. He said he tried
to reach Consul General Cemeron at the Consulate by telephone, but learn-/
ed that he was eway from the City. He said he did not leave his neme

oA
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when the cell wes made. He elso said he intended to telephone to the
Consul egein, but that he was visited on_the next day by Agents Browm
- and McKee, which did eway with the necessity of making the call, ‘Hol-t;
. ler said there was some doudbt in his mind when he sew Karpis' picture -° 5
" in the paper that the picture was that of Wegner, the doubt being ©6-° "* PR

“casioned by the fact that the pictnro of a woman had eppeared as xu-pu' B S
~ wife, and this picture was not that of the womazi whom he, Heller, kmew

' as Mrs. Wagner. He admitted, however, that the picture of Karpis 1oat- '
ed enough liko Iagnor toeausa both him and xconlmedes _to think lt wu :
'@QI‘Q __.;”,,..: ; ___.\“,_, .. oty s ; G ;

L e : - o At ; . Ty e -
: e TERTL T Sl % ‘% «.2:;‘ _"-3:1.# F A €0 .‘)kq‘f‘

- O anhn g

The amployees of the Parkview Hotol, es suppliod by snbjoct
Heller are as ronm. o

n “T"'f‘:, ' mr’. b - o L.-".‘.""TJ ~\;;' ‘ o 3 ]
; o % .o E.‘ i . Ne Hc Hen‘r . ‘3‘3’ o :.& __:{
e ¥I o Peter Econimedes’s % T
T e Constentino Econimodn e
) -‘. > v:_‘ '.‘,7 ) Clerks: . .= - - S t:i‘ T T . 4 . .
e Fred Hoelbe ..l it e b Bt LT
- . &ntonio Sanchez L R
Bell Boys: ' CoE R
ek gbesmere smams. . . . Renaldo Gonzalez - DOW somewhere 1n ‘U.B. L
SR Edwerd Ponee . . 0T TR LT T TN
Coo . Pedro Colon T S S »-wm e
o~ . #-s. luis Casdemente - preeent 'hereabouts nnknoln(,,
. ... Floor Men:" =~ -« U ? SRR T I RS
e A Odelo Crespo - > .
- !‘rancieco Vellinnf' : 2
‘ Dining Rooms A wx o Terdy ol

U S Candido Mos:;uero :
sownToor 77 Antonio Torzes . A
T S Dareo Seoamo

At the time or supplying the liat ot employees. Heller atated
he 41d not know the present wheresbouts of Roneld Gonzalez, but that he
hed heard that Gonzalez was et present working for his brother in.-a* :: ." :
cigar stand located somewhere on 23rd Street in New York City. He' alao =t
stated that when Karpis and his alleged wife ate in the hotel, they .. tu.:'
took their meels in the dining room, except on two or three occasions ‘- -
when they hed their meals in their roam, at whieh time they were s:arveyl: :
by antonio Torrese: .. . . . . . L, -0 oo TTn

AR : In view of the fact thet the Econimedes Brothers are partnerl B
T of subject Heller, and very friendly with him, they would probably not
‘ voluntarily eppear in the United States as witnesses in behalf of the

.38 S
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e poaition to have obtained inrormation or vnluo. x-*r ‘_-' Ti‘.’::f_.‘gi-::
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Govermnent. and :I.n view of Gonzalez hav:lng been mterﬁmd prior to
his departure ror the United States, the interviews with the Parkvin
Hotel employees were limited to those employees who appeared to de ln

o - J’ose Antonio Banche:, Night c].erk. upon 1ntorv:lei, atatod that,;'"‘
he hed been employed at the Parkview Hotel since 1933, He was borm, aml AN
has been raised, in Havena., The photograph of Karpis was displayed to -
him, at which time he stated that he recalls Kerpis as having stopped - o
at the hotel under the name of Wegner. Karpis stopped at the hotel tonr

or five times, sometimes being accompanied by a woman whom he introduced f SE
as his wife, and eometimes by himself, During the time that Karpis wes -~
at the hotel, Sanchez does not recall him ever having any visitors, nor y
does he recall him ever having received emny telephone cells or telegruns.
- Banchez recalls that Wegner spoke very little to anyone, end he appean&
to be very common end uneducated, He stated that Wegner generally 'ent
to bed early, end he recalls that on one occasion he was quite drunk.
Relative to any typewriter about the hotel, he stated that to his l:now- e o
ledge the only typewriters were those from which specimens were obtained,
end he has no knowledge of either of these machines ever having a light -
blue ribbon on it. He stated that he reeds Diario de la Meriana, El Pais, .. -
El Avance, but he haed never seen a photograph of Karpis until one appear- ‘
ed in E1 Pais following Karpis escape trom Ltlantic c:lty. K

- SR Ay
5

: Antonio Torres, waiter, wes interviered, at which time e stateﬁ
that he had been employed at the hotel for sbout a year, He recells that
‘the photograph of Kerpies resembles a former guest at the hotel, his recol- _
lection being refreshed by the fact that on one occasion Karpis ceme into
the dining room without & coat and, when he wes not permitted to teke a s
table, he complained to the management. He recalls that Karpis was ac- .. = ‘
compenied by a woman, but recalls nothing particular in comnection with ™~
her, He recells having served Karpis several times in his room, but dou
not recall anything unusual ebout either the room or the incident, and -
stated that he did not observe any firearms or other unusuel articles in_ f.:f'f_'_' L
‘the room. He stated that he was not given any perticuler instructioms, % - .~
either by Heller or by any of the other partnera, as to ey epecial at- ~

tention he was to show Karpiso TR LD e G

I

T

-

ST rred Hoelbe, Day CIerk ‘at the Parkview Eotel, was 1nterv1evad

‘He stated he had been employed at the hotel as Day Clerk since sbout Apri;

1934, When questioned regarding subject Karpis and Dolores Delaney, he
edvised he knew them es Mr. and Mrs, Wegner, end ceme in contact with them
only when they registered at the hotel during the Fell of 1934. He said
that both Karpis end the Deleney girl appeared es eny other guests, and
that he never had eny reason to be suspicious of them. KHe stated they
.39 )
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he.d their mea,la ‘served in their room on several occasions, but the major-

ity of the time they d1d not teke their meels in the hotel. He said..’’ i’é%;.--:'-‘
that neither Karpis nor the Delemey girl spent much time in the hotel. SN T
. lobby; that when they ceme into the building they would go to their room
s and remein there., Hoelbe was asked if there was any typeuriter 4in the .-,
‘.. . hotel equipped with & light blue ribbon, end he replied in the negatiu.t 2
"* ' He said the only typewriters in the hotel were the machines located in - sl
“the office end in the restaurant. With his permission, samples of the - g "
typing from both of these mechines were secured and transmitted to the .
Bureau for comparison with the letter addressed to R. R. Brown , El como-
doro Hotel, Miemi, Florida, postmarked Habana, Cuba, December 15, 1954,
which letter was found in the Kerpis home in Miami subsequent to hio
flight to Atlant:lc city, New Ieraey. in J’enuary, 1935, VAl e
. ..ff i e Y PR L ERL - .
FT Hoelbe was also questioned for 1nfomation as to what nenSpapers
“subject Heller is accustomed to read., He stated that Beller reeds the
L Hebane Post daily, end some of the Spanish papers from time to time. He: i
SR eaid the Habana Poat 18 the only newspaper to which the Hotel subscribes <
e B b ST s ey, i i £ ud e, Lo it b o e cml AR R AT, i WS g nn St B AT Mr
Eoelbe informed, 1n response to questions, that he had never seen
@ photogreph of Karpis in a newspaper until after the shooting which oc-
curred at Atlant:lc c.tty, New Jersey, tollowine Karpia escape trom that A i,
© . place, . ‘ _~ ,-: L ; A S A Dot

T e o~

Ll The original letter addressed to R. R. Brown, Hotel El Comodoro,
S Mani, Florida, N.E. 1lst St., postmarked Habene, Cuba, December 15, 1934, )
" was forwarded to the Bureeu under date of May 8, 1935, along with speci- ';.._.;;:.f.j
mens teken from the Underwood typewriters located in the office end restau- =
rent, respectively, of the Hotel Parkview, and carbon copies of two letters -
secured from the files of the Hotel Parkview, which letters bore detes & - . .-
&ngust 1, 1933, end December 12, 1934, respectively. The Bureau was request-
ed to compare the specimens end carbon copies of letters with the letter:;: ~..°
addressed to R. R. Brown for the purpose of ascertaining if the original :
letter and any of the samples were writien on the same typewriter. The
. bureau was also requested to submit the originel letter and envelope to
" treatment. for latent fingerprints, deSpite the lepse of time, and that ..
" any latent fingerprints developed be compared with the printa or subjeet
Heller, which are on file with tho Bureau. P e ST % i

e - 4"

_ The Bureau later advised, in Laboratory Report No. 4258, that'-ﬁi'.
" exeminstion of the original letter addressed to R. R. Brown showed the ‘'™
. typewriting was not identicel with that appearing on eny of the speei- -
e mens submitted, It was the exeminer's opinion that the typewriting on

o H . ., -, , e
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} Lirs. Artesiano said that she 'ent to the American 'Embasﬁy with L
"~ NcDonald for the purpose of having him furnish benk references and es-

LT ey e

L _‘_kringerprinte were ronmi on either the originel letter or envelope.

M Ny

I e BT RS .;:.*;vwe‘.ewau-.--

T the original letter was that ot ‘.| L. c. Smith typewriter equippea A it
*~with Pica type. A subsequent Leboratory Report advised that no letenl

‘ A i j\ i &} rt-;,”
: nererence 1s mde to Bureeu letter “nder date of gpru 11. i
S 1935 ‘which instructed that investigation be conducted as to the eon< :-
o 'i"‘nection between Cassius McDonald and certain persons in Havana, ‘Cuba,; % N ,

'~ . whose names were found in correspondence and on business cards emd memo-

: ~?3:"._grande in the two letthér ceses surrendered by McDonald at the time of
" bhis arrest in West Palm Beach, Florida. Several of these persons were e

- _' intervie\ved and the results will be found eet out below. - - .. - *,,". ?

-

Mra. Ethel Arteeieno, zapote 52, Santoa Suarez, a auburb of

" neme of one Mario Artesigno, was found on a visiting card smong McDon- .”*
ald's effects. - Mrs, Artesieno edvised that Mario Artesieno is her hue

~ band; that for some seventeen yeers he was employed as Superintendent ..
of Oriental Park Race Track, but thet he has not been connected with the

the present time, and she could not state the date ot his :neturn.

LR

13

- ing the Oriental Track, end as Artesiano end his wife were acquainted:
with people in the office of Cerlos Manuel Cespedes, they introduced him

track., She stated that the negotiations of McDonald covered a period

of sbout one and one-half months during the Spring of 1934, and that .
during the dealings with him meetings were hed with Juan Jimenez, who o
is prominent in Cuban gambling circles, She stated the name of Gus del
-~ Barrio was also mentioned during thesé negotiations, She said that .77
-, . during the contacts with the Cespedes people that she secured & eeriee
. ¥ oo pepers which showed the results of operating Oriental Track and thé
+ National Cesino for the seasons of 1933-1934, and turned them ovar to.
- McDonald for his use, (These papers were round in McDoneld's leather $-
cases at the time oi’ his arrest ). :.. - T

= Te - ’»‘\
....... '*‘)”-v Ry v.‘”

<
.v.’

tablish credit in order that eny agreement as to the race track might -
be cerried through without delay. The Embassy referred tl_lem to the

_‘," , tdl ~“
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Havene, wae interviewed, The neme and address of this woman, end’ the ;“, G

track for ebout four years. She stated he was in the United states et - =

LT " 'Yiben questioned regarding Cassius McDonald, l&re. Artesiano etated
that she end her husbend met him during the early part of 1934 through a- e
: ¥r. Welcome, who is connected with the race track. In conversation with .= |
' _ McDoneld they learned thet he was interested in either leasing or purchas-

to these people in order that he might negotiate with them concerning the -




SR " 7-24
. g :
- consuiate. where they dealt with Vice-Consul 'reweu., 'he said McDonald . |
" began giving excuses when the matter of fnrnishing ‘references was dro
up, and that she and her husband became suspicious or him. she said ho
. at no ti.me‘turnished bank reference: T et i
e z*“g-.--;'.”? S SRR Yooarma . B ATRY S
e foare were Some negotiations regarding optiou,
- submitted an offer, which was refused. Mrs, Artesieno stated that lc- -
.Donald was arrested during the course of his negotiations, end that £ol<
lowing his arrest the entire matter weas drOpped. Bhe advised further X
that during the sbove negotiations two men, whose names she belisves to
be Day and Dan Gugenheim, were in Havana with McDoneld. They were ctop-
ping with their wives at the lLopez-Siersno Apertment. McDonald, who -
_ »was accompanied by his wife, was living at the Hotel Preaidento. EedTs

)lh--a‘, F* \- EETSRIR S 'd" ’ “w‘_\‘

A Mrs. Artesiano was aaked if any of McDonald'l negotiatiou
: relative to securing gambling concessions in Havana took place during
September, 1934, end she replied in the negative. She stated she 'aid * L
not know anything ebout McDonald having been in Havana during the Fell F R
- . of 1934, She alvised, however, that McDonald ceme to Havena again in.... . e
January, 1935, at which time he hed a conversation with her husband re- - ’
garding the possibility of leasing the Chatesu Madrid and the Monimertre
Cabaret for gembling purposes. She stated that, as in the Spring of 1934,
McDonald was sgain errested end a11 ertorta to secure gambling coneessiom
.. were droppod. R R Ly X f- R E
e - fob 3:,. .,.,.:_F i ..q.nf"';f!.“ ﬁi(“" _'f" ,P‘""“ v?‘f.l ’.;’ ﬂth’ b":
o Dr. carlos Menuel de la Cruz, Linea 62. Vedado, was intervielred. r
by Agent Peters, Cesar Cano acting es interpreter. It is tobe noted that, ~
through outside sources, it was learned that Dr. de la Cruz is probably o
the most powerful politicisn in Cuba at the present time, and he is re- . :'*
ported to be the real power behind colonel Battista, 'ho is virtually e

o dietator of cubn.. ;; ', f;':'\?"_‘-"-"i»'.:.;-

e v The photograph oi‘ Cessius McDonald was diapluyad to Dr. de 1a ,
‘ Cruz, at which time he stated thet he has no personel acqueintance with ' -
.-~ MeDonald, elthough he is femiliar with the neme. - He advised that 1:} the " e
" Spring of 1934, McDoneld began negotiations, through Juan Jimernesz, - e
. . 6 esquira a 9, Reparto Almendares, Marianeo, for the rental or the pur- .
" chase of Oriental Park, the National Cesino, end LePlaza, Thessé proper—
ties were formerly owned by the Cespedes interests, although the National
city Bank of New York. Havana, holda a large mortgage on Oriental Park.

_ also, at thet time Colomel Sabbath, of Chicseo, Illinois, han
the concession for the operation of Orientel Park for the season of

1933-1934,
b ) . . . . |
42 |
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- '_f . City Bank, inesmuch es Dr. de la Cruz, who was in New York City at the.%‘” '
: time. received a telsgram from the Havene Branch of the National Lty st .
‘Benk, in which the benk informed Dr. de la Cruz that McDonald was in Ouba :
for the purpose of obtaining the conceaeion, thet McDonald had lntomed_:"
the bank thet his negotiations were being carried on with Dr. de la Cruz; - '
end the bank had informed McDonald that Dr. de la Cruz was_ the pmper of=-
ﬁeial with whom to negotiate for the eale or leaee. T e By

v Bometime later. Dr. de 1a cruz. received a cable from McDonall
) asking for the best terms and conditions Dr. de la Cruz would meke for -
.’ 7 the pental or for the sala of Oriental Park, the Cesino and La Plaza.’; "'-
; 'Dr, Be la Cruz d1d not know McDoneld but he did know Juen Jimenez, andi -
" knew him to be a gambler, en ex-convict and"a person who wes not to be .
trusted. Dr. de la Cruz,therefore, cabled McDonald stating the terms and
SRR conditions under which these amusements could be rented or bought. Dre de S
freswimer et~ 1a Cruz knew nothing of McDonald's banking connections &nd, in his ceble -
T Dr. de la Cruz informed McDoneld that he might have an option on the rental-
or purchase of these properties, said option to be contingent upon McDon- -
"~ ald's esteblishment 6f financial backing to the satisfaction of Dr. de l.a
Craz, end, further, thet this financiel backing was to be established ..~
within ten days of the original cable of Dr. de la Cruz.’ Dr. de la Cruz &
 cable was immediately confirmed by letter.’ Shortly therearfter Dr. -de la. k)
. ;" Cruz received a counter offer fram McDonald by cable, which offer was not
=~-<  satisfactory to Dr. de la Cruz, and he advised McDoneld that his (Dr. 46"
la Cruz) original proposition stood. He did not hear further from McDon- ;“ o
ald before the expiration of the ten day period he had stipuleted md, KRNI
coneequently. his oi‘rer or the option expired. SRR 7 .J. st s T

' - Dr. de 1a Cruz atated that arter hie retu.rn to cuba. he began .
receiving letters and cebles from Colonel Sabbath, in Chicago, to the of-
fect that McDonald was representing that he hed a contract with Dr. de la .
"\, "** - Cruz for the rental of these concessions for the 1934-1935 season, 'I'heae
"' statements of McDonald to Colonel Sabbath were grqss exeggerations, as’:: .
‘the only proposition McDoneld had at eny time was en offer or en option, w
and Dr. de 1a cruz 80 1nforxned colonel Sabbath. ,

T re de 1a Crus stated that his only ‘contact with McDonald was - Sk
as prev:l‘ously set forth, and he knew nothing about McDoneld having return- o
ed to Havane after the Spring of 1934 until, in Jenuary, 1935, he read . -
in the daily papers that )cDonald had been arrested in Havena.




.;,. of the Sans Souei Restaurent, was interviewed. He informed ‘that he can

Havana.

Photographs or various aubjocta eonmctea with this nmsuga- -

 @Guiteras was recently killed in Matenzas, Cuba, in connection with a revo= .. ...
lutionary movement which he was atartin._ .- -; -_; s j G e e , .

" use in each place. He said McDoneld came to Montmartre on another occas-

; regarding the gembling rooms. He stated that on another occasion he caune .
_to see him, in company with some man whom Vila did not know, end looked L

. D M i B, .

J’oaa Vila, who io the owner ot ‘the uontmartre cabaret and

be reached any night et the Bans Souci Restaurant, : He advised that he B
cen never be reached at his home, but that during the deay he cen be lo-
cated dy leaving a mesaage at the newepapor ctand locatcd at Neptnna z

- ,",. '.A.r

tion were displeyed to Vila, and the only one he was able to identify was

that of Cassius McDonald, He stated McDonald was brought to the Mont-

mertre Cebaret during the late winter of 1933 or the early part of 1934 "
by one Jimenez, & Chineman. He steted that Jimenez has been a leading

figure in gembling in Cuba for & long period of time, and that he was ‘ a
. supposed to have connections with one Guiteras, who was Secretary of Govo;'n-, S

ment during the administration of President Grau San Mertin. Bean Martin -
was in office immedietely before President Meandiette, who is now in of fice.

-~ 3
- = v

Vila edvised that during the Sen Ma.rtin administration the

He advised thet he was furnishing this data i‘or the purpose of showing .
the connections of Jimenaz. o L ,,,{ Dt L& ;i;w» - §” -,‘:;;;‘3._

.( N J,....‘_;‘V A:!‘ x s
g

Vila atated that when .Timnez brought McDonald to see him he

discussed the possibility of renting gam’bling rooms at both Montmartre and »

~ Bans Souci, but nothing ceme out of this discussion as McDonald decidod_
" 4t was t0o late in the season to open the rooms., - Vila stated the dis-
cussion covered the number of roulette tables that Lchonald planned to

ion, in company with Mario Artesiano and his wife, end telked to him

" the rooms over egein, but nothing wes decided at the time of this call, "
' Vilg stated he remembers that McDonald and the second man ceme to his-

" ‘place of business on this occasion in a car driven by a chauffeur, Vil.a f-'}'- T

,v

further stated that the net result of his conversations with McDonald .
was an understanding thet ¥cDonald might come back the next season. He .
stated, however, that he has not seen lcDonald since the Spring of 1934,
and thet nothing ever came out of his negotiations. Vila was asked




“ »n«
‘ **

H- . . ‘9.24 - - . - .. e e e .

;
‘ speciﬁcany 4f eny of his contacts with McDonald occurred during tho * T
s rall of 1!34. and he atatod that he was poaitive they had not. AR PR S

B L L B R T P b "
ST ;.. S As Jose Vila had ulvised that Fausto Glmpucm was ths ownoranQ
. former Opez‘ator of the Chateau Madrid, Campucena was intervimd dy =
Agent Peters at the Hornedo Club, which he now operates. He advilqd )

He stated that five yeers ago he entered into a partnership with one
" Orlando Moras, and they built ‘and operated the Chateau Madrid, The. CIu‘b, :
. ' was built on the property of Rafesel Carreras, &nd a mortgage was given to”
him on the building and the fixtures. Campucena and his partner operat-_“
ed the club very successfully for sixteen or elghteen months. Then a - :
similer restaurant and club,called S8ans Souci, was opened, end during . ...~
. the following season Campucana lost $22,000.00. Cerrerras was pemitted ‘b
s take over the building end fixtures under the mortgage held by him. Carrer-::
"’. &8 hes Operated the club spasmodically since ‘that time but the Chateuu‘, e

:r,..—,. .

Madrid 1s nOW_ elosed. -';1__,_:1;.;, R e

Rt W T o e o Rarael Carreras ‘wes 1nterviewed by Agent Peters at hiu plaee ot' v
business, Prado 115, He stated that he resides at the Hotel Regina. The . -
photograph of Cassius McDonald was displayed to him, at which time he A
advised that he is acqueinted with McDonald, heving met him in January,. -
1935, He stated that either in the latter part of December 1934 or the T”"
early part of January 1935, Juan Timenez, who Mr. Carreras knows as o
F4s 0 - gembler, spproached Carreras snd asked him if the Chateau Madrid was fo: R
LR -““' ' rent. Carrerass informed him that it was end inquired why Timenez was ¥’ kL
"' #. " interested, .Jimenez informed Cerreras that he, Jimenez, hed a wealthy = : .
" Zmericen gambler coming to Hevene who desired to find a auitable locea~ "~ ‘-f'

_ tion to open a gambling casino. Ve, e ‘4, SRS .7_?;-_.:.3'._.,.5-_‘,;“,_";

¢ e me R e

Ry Zfif'f * " Sometime later Jimenez, cconqaanied by en American, whom Carreras .
e identified as Cassius McDoneld, epproached him end stated that they had -<: u.
" been out and looked over the Chateau Madrid; that they hed agreed that 1t ..
. was an entirely satisfactory location, and asked Carreras how much rent
_he desired. Carreras asked them what Kind of a proposition they had to
. offer and they stated that they would furnish ell of the tebles and equip‘-
+ & ment and would pey him a rental of $40,00 per dey, plus one-half of the o
winnings of the gambling. These terms were entirely satisractory and -~
Carreras accepted, There was no memorendum or contract made of the &-"

gréement, Cerrera being informed that McDoneld owned e lerge Cesino im . “"‘”";“ )

7 Miemi, Florida; that he was immediately returning to Miami to make ar-, P
o3 , rangements for the dealers end equipment; that upon his return final .
S I negotiations would be made end the necessary pepers drewn up. Carreras
> thought the matter was definitely closed until, a day or two later, he
i read of McDoneld's arrest in Hevena, He has neither seen nor heard from -

45
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s ‘ Detective Victor M. Garcia. InVestigation Section of the Na—
tional Police, was interviewed. Garcia's name was found emong the pape
in the possession of Cassius McDoneld when he wes arrested in West Pelm™
Beach, Fla. by Bureau Agents in February, 1935. Garcia's partner is & .
. Valdez, and he was present during the interview., Garcia said he ceme, in -
contact with McDonald at the Hotel Presidente in January, 1935, at which f 2
time he was arrested by the Cuben euthorities for the possession of & gun, by
elso Pr an glleged fraud in gambling. ' Gercia was called upon to act u ¥ -’{-i‘
an interpreter. He remembered McDoneld ‘saying he hed come to Cuba for the
purpose of renting the race track, casino and other amusement Tesorts ¢l
_from Dr. Carlos M, de la Cruz, He also said he had been in the country
ebout e yeer prior to his arrest for the seme purpose, but had been un-
successful, Garcia, as well as Valdez, was asked if McDoneld hed made -
. . any stetement ebout being in Cuba during September, 1934, and of havins ’
stopped at the National Hotel, but he could not recell any incident %o **~ = -
that effect. Garcia seid he eleo talked with Mrs, McDonald, end the B
etory told by her wae similar to that of her huebe.ml. LA \
e * . - P . g
Tl Sergeant Oswaid ‘.Dopez, of cuban National Poliee, was interviewed
for information concerning the officer named Gonzslez, who, eccording to
employees of the Hotel Presidente, was seen with Cassius McDonald from -
time to time during Jenuary, 1935, lopez seaid he did not know any such
officer., He informed that he believed Detective Victor Garcia and Deteot- " :
ive A. Veldez, who works with Garcis, were the men who went to see him at .
' the Hotel Presidente. Sergeant Lopez male inquiries of I.ieutenant Padrone
who is in cherge of the Detective Bureau of the National Police, and ¥
_ Lieutenant Pedrone said there was no officer nemed Gonzalez connected

R R S, TP .
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B ‘ with the organization."! S ‘: 3 ;-Wizg aET &'_ J,
"‘ "',- “i._ Lol l . : ‘l‘\:- T : ’ : £ ,'-ﬁ‘;y "‘" ‘ -
T g Subeequent 1nterviews by Agente with J’ulio Rosco and Roberto o i,»

Acoeta. Clerks at the Hotel Presidente, revealed that the officer whose e
neme they hed previously mentioned as Gonzalez was in ell probability 2 ﬁ-é
' Victor Gercis, Both Rosco end Acosta were asked for descriptions of - t
" °  the man whose name they thought was Gonzelez, and the descriptions they ‘
furnished fit Carcie perfectly. In view of this situation, no further
inquiries were made conceming Gonzalez. ) .

Alphonao Ortega, .Tonellar 32, Havana, whose neme wes mentioned
during the investigetion as to the switch of small bills for large bills

in Havena during the Fall of 1934, was produced for interview by Rene

- : . i - - i ';(_q’
X 4 L , \
5 o .




T

the switching of any money, 80 fer as he knew, He stated Ortosn opb
erates as an independent broker, without maintaining any orriee, and
"'uses the Cafe Buropo on Obispo St. as a meeting plece. “He steted, fur-
" ther, that he knows it to be a fact that Ortege engages in the bueineu

7. of securing gold coins from local banks and illegally teking it t0 ..
7. Kingston, Jemaica, where he disposes of it at a small proﬁt becanu :

"’ consists mainly of handling sales of securities, gold ‘and small billn '
" between local banks, He wes asked for data as to his kmowledge of
large quentitiea of smell american bills having been exchanged in Havanl
for American bills of large denominations, but he cleimed to heve no,

knowledge or uny euch treneactione."M - “.‘. ) -t ‘\«-'_ - ft *_““wff%-*-w

p—— e,

rollowing the interview with Ortogn, Bolivar etated that Or’cesa

. nmst have known of the exchange of bills which he, Bolivar, and Ruiz: -+
effected for McDoneld - as Ortega and Ruiz are very close to each other,.:
It should be stated here that Bolivar has been of considereble service .-
to the investigaeting Agents, both in the way of an interpreter eand in':,
loceting pecple for interview. He has stated his willingness to furninh
testimony in this matter, but has requested that the part he played in'+%:

the switching of the rensom money be treated as confidentielly as the ~ _
circumstences permit. EHe particulerly asked that the matter of the mo'ney"”
changing not be used as a basis for the questioning of Ortega and Beele.
° "1 . Inasmuch as there has been nothing definite to indicate thet Ortega par-
) ticipated 1n eny o.f. the exchanges, Bolivar’s wishes have been respected.

- . . . . : TSy
Ly AR SRS A .-i'( e in '_':;“.".,“--"a‘-*w’_»' 4" R i

- - George Harris and wire, upon interview, reiterated eonsidere‘ble
4 information contained in previous repart. They stated that while Kez'pia AN
“was at the Perkview Hotel, he spent considerable time at the bar of George "if .

_Harris, drinking and sheking dice with the various customers, After Kurpie SR
moved to Varadero Beach, he made numerous trips back to Havana, for the .- ,
purpese of purchasing groceries end other household articles, and to at- s
tend the movies., On numerous occesions, Kerpis invited Herris end his
wife to come to Varadero Beach for the week-end, These invitations we_re :
consistently declined, for no particular reason, until the latter part of
October, 1934, to the best of Harris' recollection. EHarris states that
he believes it was the latter part of October because it was gbout six
weeks prior to the departure of Karpia. _




- _ On this occasion Karpi.- drove into Eavana 1n his rord 7-8
_cOach, picked up Mr. and Mras, Harris end returned to Veradero Beach,
‘where the woman known to George Harris as Mrs, Wegner was waitinge © N\
Harris stated that on the trip he noticed that Karpis was an unuaually
fine automobile driver as he hed little difficulty weaving in and out .-
of treffic, and in the accelaration end decelaration of tho ear to y
avoid accidents. o ; el

. Mr. and Mrs. Harris re:mainad vith Karpia Mday, Saturday and
Sunday, returning to Havana sometime Monday., Herris states that there
was nothing whatsoever about the trip that was unusual, and most of the
tims he was in Veradero he emd Kerpis went fishing. He states that he .. --
sew no guns ebout the house, and left under the impression that Mr. and
Mrs, Wagner were & very respectable married couple. He further stated™ |

that the only persons ha obaerved at the Iagner housa were a Cuban g:lrl
and a J’apanase boy. R I TRC S ».-'-_..f;- AR ks »

la R b eceade ! PR D T TSR SR i e ,.. e e ave :"tga*xh -_ar,- -

Avgustin Cacho Negrete, taxicab drivar who drove ror Cessius Mc-

Donald while he was in Havana during the forepart of 1934, end asgain in

January, 1935, was re-interviewed. Reference is made to the prior inter= ....- .-

view with Negrete as set out in the report of Special Agent R. D. Brown, .- - -

Jecksonville, Florida, February 25, 1935. This interview“took place Aartar_'.\-.;r' '

the interview with Mrs, Ethal Artesiano. . .3 I T T T a S

-._wv.._-.v,..,» e <

s ,5 :~ .A;':. :4

o & ) AN . :
T Negrete still msiated that he hed no Knowledge regarding ucnon-"m:

ald heving been at the National Eotel in September, 1934, He admitted, .
however, that he had seen him in campany with Jimenez, end had driven him -
eand his wife to the home of Mario Artesiano, which was located in the . .

Marieneo Section of Havena at that time, Likewise, he drove Mrs, McDon- K
' ald, Mrs, Artesiano end another lady to the bathing beach in Marianso on
" geverel occasions. He denied, howavar, that he had ever driven l&cDonald
end a party to tha J’imenez home, (- -, m{:,“_ ,,ﬁ A.
AR voem o ,,. *, % . _ G S ’
o It 18 the belief of the reporting Azents “that Negrete s tellins b
‘the substential truth. Investigation has indiceted thet none of the per-

sons with whom McDoneld associated on both prior end later trips to Havana

hed knovﬂedge of hia presance 1n Havana at the time‘the ransom money waa L

\ -.,_ . AL

awitchad. T e e USRI L e T
Lo ‘ ! . . - . N . . .
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: ~ Dr. Conrad Wittkop, Avenue de 1a Republica 51, Havana, cu‘ba, was
1nterv1awed by Agent McKee in connection with the prior conversation had
with him as recorded in the report of Agent McKee dated at Jacksonville,
Florida, ¥arch 30, 1935, Dr. Wittkop seid he had not been able to secure
any information of velue,relative to Karpis having been in Havens, frcm
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.vjson who receives infommation relative to undesirablo persona being in the -
* . ©ity, =nd asking him direct questions would be without aveil." ntt‘ko{ #;
. 'sald he had sSeen Feindler since Agent's prior ‘conversation, but that: .3
Feindler had not volunteered any infommation concerning either Karpin or an.y
- one elss. Dr, Wittkop has the aidress and telephone number of the Jackson- e
ville Bureau Office,- ,- end he pramised to tranamit any data or value vhlch hu

e
PR AN _\r

P might recein as to Ka.rpil. FUESF T ,..T,;,' S ‘_;:
| | In accordance with the undevaIOped lead contained 1n the report N

Lot or Special Agent in Charge J. H. Eenson, Jacksonville, Floride, dated.. ' .
;7. April B3, 1935, contact was hed with officiels of the Western Union 'I'elegraph i
i Company, the Cuba Trens-Atlantic Radio Corporation and the Commercial Cable - '™
“:2"_ Company, of Cuba, and arrangements were made to have the files of these - ~ -

.. companies searched for the period of September 1, 1934, through J‘anuary, '

. . 1935, for the fourteen nemes which are listed on Page 16 of the sbove re- o
port. These searches resulted in the location of two messages which have ~
not already been set out in previous reports. Both of these messeges were
transmitted via Western Union Telegreph Company end are apparently from .
Juan J menez to Cassius McDonald at Detroit, Michigan, and Cleveland, Ohlé,’
respectively. Attention is invited to the fact thet the eddress in tha
RN Cleveland message is apparently that of the Harverd Club, which is operated

R by Art. Hebebrand. These messages are set out verbatim as follows., s

IS R s . '& I ,__,1 e -;L‘ : L.'- . -

h
e “‘ﬁ c et ((A

R ueunzc 15pnsos 12 QIOO-"

. ,‘ S R

- AN Hamnond Building

et et W T
A S e

S e -1954 DEC 18 FM s" 13 17 wis 128
m l&cDonald E 3 . ;1 et nt e M e
PR o Harvard Ave. CIeveland (o)

. g "_‘.-..5“_
.. HYAEA l\.. s ;} \,~t“"'“‘:;; L

-

}.'eans CIubs business failed do not ship equipment Eers e
. ther business 0K T ' .

» The various messages which were furnished by the three telegraph
corpanies in Hevena will be made 8 pert of the Jacksonville Office file

in this matter, .

During conversation— L?V
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! RS 380 8 pies oI telegrams both sent end received by cassi ,f PSR

_ McDonald, These wires were dated during the forepart of 1934, end w

.. " not have oome within the period of the search made by the several tele-#‘ S
%,  greph compenies during the present investigation furnished " | {: :
i - copies of these wiru, two of them under date of Merch.?, 1934, were aa~'~

- dressed to Senat Lewi Jemes Cousins, ge_gp_egﬁy_elz_," . .

. Washington, De C., edvising thaet he was detained by the authorgi_._eg_j.n_
Havena and requesting that his United States Citizenship be eonﬁmgﬂ._
__ThTee additional messagee whlch may be o?f interest 1n this 1nvestigat1an

R e n1934 :rmzs '
‘ ' CDA66 CEICAGO ILL 25 25 * .
NLT C MCDONALD, .. ~~ 7 R ~"“’"*-‘" e
LA [, ELAIOO mzmms mmunms mva. j i
.»‘-.r . '. ' L. ‘\ ';_ - (-"_‘ :
4+ DrposSIEIE 70 COME VDNEY CONDITIONS MAKE TP mpossm S
% . ' GILFOYLE AT BEACH MAKE AFRANGEMENTS WITH HIM R D SR

e b e G e S i 1 iy b e e D A 1'----:», .......Mm&mm— RN smmm"mm«k By -A-...,

. CDRS NEWARK NI B7 Sl .Tiovinoo ]
KLT C MCDONAID < -

e 4+ VIRTUDES 201/2 AI-T°5 mvm

HAVE I\D BIG SII READY STOP OTEER GOODS READY BTOP

 MUST EAYE EXPENSE MONEY STOP 1 EAVE MEN READY - ","’ o T

CDAZS? I‘R‘VIN’G’NN m

1/4469
€ MCDONALD : 5 ;
VIRTUDES. 201/9. am‘os HAVANA e LE
o : .Z‘ . :—‘- ‘~ M,-;y"‘ :‘;_,, ,.‘t_."‘t:. ;;,‘;* o __;-rj T
L cm'r mmumnmowwsrmmmmon CANT MAKE I'r"“‘

e s- e S -«r" * (Unsigned) L

-f-.’-;‘::-: -:-*-:-"~-~»\ g LY

AL TRLE ‘Under date of May 10, 1935. eopiea ot these telegrams were trans- g
. mitted to the Philadelphia and Chicego Offices elong with a letter re- = ™

AR _ questing that appropriate investigetibn be made to determine the identity
a7 o the senders of these messages. . = - L e o
. : Also emong the papers found in the brief cases of Cassius Ne-
: Doneld was a note written on en unidentified hotel telephone message
t ' S . 7 .

L 17‘ - | o0
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blank as follows:

"Jose M. Rodriguez A. 3343 . e el e

o T 'ants you to call him." T ‘1‘:\; ,I".;:f_"‘:"""w._?:i e o

£ . .. . »:\~,_7~A HN

Inquiry at Havana from various sourcea discloaed that .Tose Rodriguez R

15 an Immigration Inspector for the Cuban Govermment. A He also operates ' ' 7.,

a Cuban-Americen employment agency with ofﬁcea at COnsulado 142, 1st iC

floor, &partmont S Tt L U S RO R, .
Robert Acosta, clerk at the Presidente I-Iotel, who had been RN
assisting Agents from time to time in the above investigation, wes im~ .~
terrogated end stated that Rodriguez bears a very bad reputation, emd
tie¢ he is reported to be very strongly connected with the present Cuban ~ -
Government., He is reported to be en unscrupulous individual, who would ,

. be open to any kind of e proposition the result of which would be to se- .
cure money for Mr. Rodriguez. Mr. Acosta stated that he hed observed
Rodriguez in company with McDonald one night et dinner at the Presidente ~
Hotel, following the release of McDoneld from jeil in Merch, 1934, Mr, ..~

_ Acosta accidentally met Rodriguez the following day end entered into .= .~
conversation with him relative to his association with McDonald. Rodri- -
guez informed Acoste thet he had been acquainted with McDonald for a ecomn-" "~ = .
siderable length of time, and that he had been reSponsible for the release

_of L:cDonald from ja:ll.

P N Tr . ',....-u’ W d e s e " Py e e, o )
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An attempt was mede to interview Mr, Rodriguez, or secure an
~appointment with him, at which time Agents learned that two days pre- . .
viously he had departed on an Immigration Inspection tour which would "
teke him to Matanzas Cardonas and to Santiego de Cuba, and that he muld .
not return to Havana for a period of ten days or two weeks. His secretery
edvised that she did not know where to reach him during this period as
he was not in the hebit of cormunicating with his office when he made
these tours of inspection. In view of the indefiniteness of the return . .
of Rodriguez, it was not believed advisable to remain in Havana pending ; _» .
his return, end the advisability of interiewing him when next an Agent
is 1n Havana is being lei't to the discretion of the Bureau. T s

~

Tty S Numerous appointments were made by Agenta with Juan Jimenez and
N lrturo Beale, all of which were broken by these individuals, However, “ . =
‘on May 18, 1935, these individuels appeared together at the Presidente *;‘{;\.; L
Hotel, A.gents not previously being eware that they were acquainted. R

A4t the Presidente Hotel Juan .Timenez was interviewed 'by Agents,
Arturo Beale acting as interpreter., He stated that he is a Cuban subject
end was born at Senta Clara, Cuba., At the present time he resides on 7th
Street, between 8th end 10th Streets,in La Sierrs, a suburb of Havana,

15~ b 51
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Accordins to J‘i.menez, he tirat becemo acquainted 'lith ncDonald.
about three years ago, having been introduced to him by a man by Sh ¥
neme of Ronedo, whose first name he has forgotten.  This meeting: ‘took "
place at the Presidente Hotel. He saw McDonald several times thereafte:
and, in the Spring of 1934, he and McDonald had a conference with J’ou -
'Vila relative to operating the gambling at the Montmartre Resteurant,’
which is operated by Vile, No terms or conditions were agreed upon and
©'  nothing ever came of the oonrerence, :rimenez being \mable to zwecall for
_ ‘lhat reason. .-_hj:f .,‘, ' :*f;_ .,:‘-.., q}f x g

et At the same tim, McDonald, through Jimenoz, began negotiatiom
for the rental or purchese of Oriental Park, the Netional Casino and Le .I.
Playa. All of these negotiations were carried on through Dr. Carlos llanuol
de la Cruz, as Dr. de la Cruz represented the Cespedes interests emd the )
+- Cespedes interests, in fact, owned these samusements, although at this tm P
these emusements were supposed to be owned end operated by the Govermment, ;_—,;;,
contrary to the statement of Dr. de la Cruz, Jimenez states that Dr. de la. A
. Cruz d4id personally meet sand confer with McDoneld, Jimenez end Merio Arte-:

: L “siano being elso present at the time. Be further stated that McDoneld never"‘
- hed either e contract or en option for the rental or the purchase of these .+
emusements and that at no time did he have anything eamounting to more than e
en offer of en option. Jimenez claims that Dr. de la Cruz d4id not a¢t in -
good feith in the matter and that, after this offer of en optlon was sivon

cesT e

to McDonald, Dr. de la Cruz permitted Colonel Sabbath to intervens and rent \
the track. With the rental of the track by Colonel Bebbath, all rnrther
negotiastions between McDoneld end Dr. de la cruz terminated. m or the
} above took place in the 5pr1ng of 1934. AR
P S TR L L N e ORI I SRR SN Tt .
o , A \J’imenez atated that he nert saw McDonald 1n the Fall of 1934, q;-
& -2+ either in September or October, At that time McDonald had a suite Of!'i
rooms in the Nationel Hotel in Havene, end was accompenied by another

&mericen. Jimenez was accompenied by Beale at the time, The photograph
of Willism Harrison was displeyed to Jimenezr end Beale, at which time - el
both individuals stated that this photograph does not resemble the in-: t -
dividualsthey met in McDonald's room at that time. The description of

the individual in McDoneld's room, however, &s supplied by Jimenez,

corresponds to some extent to the description of Harrison, Jimenez stat-

ed that his visit to licDoneld's room wes more or less in the nature of

a social call, end that }McDoneld talked of the gambling concessions he

was supposed to be operating at West Pelm Beach, Fla. and Detroit, Mich.

- '.--,
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" McDonald a1d ‘pot inform nmenez that he haa been in Havena a rew deys 3
prior to thet 1'F;l:i‘!ne, nor d:ld he 1n1’om J mnez of the neture of his vleit.*

(4 ',,”_x v e A _.;," 5 4(""-7 '“

uor Jimensz stated thet the next time he saw ucDoneld was in 1m i

: December or early Jemuary, 1935. McDonald was interested 4in renting md
" operating Chateau Medrid as a gambling concession, and this ‘episode was: 5
_terminated with the arrest of McDonald. .Timenez' version of this attempt

_to rent Chateau Madrid corresponds with the version supplied by Cerreras,”
the owner, According to Jimenez, it is his opinion that some individual,
influential in the Cuban Govermment, was constantly putting the suthorities - -
on McDonald'because this individual wes afraid that McDonald was going t'o v
interfere with the Cuban gambling concessions, Jimenez stated that he "= ' .

. would not mention the name of this individual because he, Jimenez, hed . e ;"f"'
~..mo positive Momation to eubstentiete his opln.ion. % }* 3. { ,k}
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T e telegrem signed WJuan® e.ddreseed %o L. €. ‘Mac, 711 Humnonﬂ
o Building.Detroit, end dated Havana, Cuba, December 18, 1934, was diepleyed

" to Jimenez, at which time he stated that he hed no recollection of eve "-3‘““" e

heving sent such a telegram, and he denied having sent it. The telegrun - ‘

deted Havana, Cube, Decegber 18, 1934, signed "Juan™ and addressed to L..

" Co McDoneld, 301l Harvard Ave., Cleveland, Ohio, was displayed to Jimenea,
_at which time he dénied ever having sent such a telegrem, stating that he
_ had sent telegrams to McDonald but hed always addressed them to Detroit, - BRSANS
"“Michigen, end that he had always ebbreviated the word building es "Bldg.%.”. - .
He denied any knowledge of the street address "Meloja 86" as it appemu{ :
' on the telesram of December 15th, . ;' = f L,; & ,yﬁ"; AL N R

> . A...

p‘

Aarturo Beele was 1nterv1ew’ed by Agents, at which time he eteted
that he resided at Pominguez 6, suburb of Cerro, Eavana, where his tele-
phone number is A 5249, He stated that he was ‘born in Sentiego de Cubq, %
of British parents, and is a naturalized Cuben, He stated that he had -
been connected with the Nationale de Cuba Bank for seventeen years, efter_
which he formed his own bank, The Espenol-&nericene Bank, which 4s now > oo
xdefunct. Further, whenever necessary, he ucts a8 1nterpreter ror Jimenex. A
DI .5_ Y AL ESEN ':'-13" .; i.,.. .,g, - ‘; ) E

o A Vith reference “to the telegran wh!.ch he received from thn, he #5000
stated that et the time this telegrem was sent, Milan was in New York pro-
moting the Notamba 0il Companye. Milian thought that it was & good propo-.-
sition and he telegrephed Beale to ascertain if he, Beele, would be 1nter-
ested in eny of the stock. The word."Cigars" was used for the word "Sherea'
e Beale wired Milien that he would teke 100,000 cigers, meeaning 100,000 o
REREE shares of the petroleum stocke Eowever, the stock was never bought. Beale
denied any knowledge whatsoever of any information to the effect that Five,

Ten and Twenty Doller U.S. bills were being brought to Havena end exchanged

for lerge bills, He also denied ever having a conversstion with enyone in
o . - A

11
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" o tﬂe Europa Restaurant, or elsewhere, es to the switching of mmall bills

r lerges He stated that the last time he had seen or heard from ¥ilien ~ ™

was ebout one month ago, end that Milian cen generally be located at it G
McAllister Hotel in Miami, Florida. He denied having seen or heard
Milien during the past week or ten deys,elthough he edmitted he had heard
_that Milien hed been in Havana during that timo and that lu.lian bad' been i
registered et the Plaza Botel 1n Havm. E SO S R
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Sl Agent Petara conducted investiga’cion at !!aloja 86, uhich vaa
touna to be a Cuban hand laundry. The proprietress of this laundry was
interviewed, through an interpreter, at which time she stated that no -
person by the neme of *"Juan" lived there at the present time, nor dm
she know of any person by thet name having previously lived thers. She :
edvised that until ebout Jenuary 1, 1935, this location was ocoupied by a Chinese
: - leundry, end it was her opinion that "Juan" might possibly have been connect-
‘ ed with that leundry. BShe was unable to advise who operated the Chinese ‘*,, :
laundry, or where jgent could eecure eny inrormation relative’ thereto.» :

- * B b
N ',_ -’ . >..~¢-" - - »su—v ,,.. “~.«‘»~ ,,-d_"

. at the lestern Union Telegraph COmpany. George E A Cu-ey was 1n- Fe
terviewed relative to these messages. He advised that he was uneble to
supply any information in eddition to that eppearing in the messsges, ana
he was unable to supply eny informetion which might be of essistence in
_escertaining the identity of the individual who signed the message &s . °
nJuan" and gave Maloja 86 as his eddress. Further reference to this ad
dress will be found in the detaila of. t.he 1nterview with Tamas Renedo
set forth heroinafter. S :; ’ " : 5 _
. 3 ’ e - . LW dae = "9«"—' . =
. Ambassador Jetrerson Carfery was 1nterviewe& ’by Agenta at the ¥
Embassy on May 14, 1935, for information regerding his contacts with SIERIP
Cassius McDonald., He said he recalled the neme quite clearly, but could
not remember the men. A photograph of McDoneld was shown him, to refresh .
bis memory. Mr. Caffery seemed toryemember McDonsld having come to see him -
‘at the National Hotel shortly after he, Caffery, assumed his post in Havana.
He seid he could not remember the subject metter of the conversation, oru;; S
anything relative to the incident, except that McDonald did call on him, - .;
.Caffery stated that recorda of visitors to the Embassy were not commenced
© until feirly recently. He ceused a seerch to be made of these records, but
' with negative results, ambassador Caffery asked Mr.Matthewa, First Assist
"ant, for data as to visits by McDonald; and he informed that he believed .
‘KcDoneld, end possibly his wife, had been to the Embessy on two occasiona. o
It was the recollection of Mr, Matthews that the nature of McDonald's. SR
visits was such that he was referred to ihe COnsul General on both oc-~\;‘_ =

casions. ) . . S ; R
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TN l N !xam.ination or &nbaseador cartery's ﬁle- by Mr, lhtthews dio- 'as-'"’*'f be

"7 closed & letter written to the Ambassador by McDonald from the Dade Coumty *

Jail in Miemi, Florida, under date of February 26, 1935. In this letter ; . _;_

. McDonald referred to the reasons for his mrioonment, "the purpose of hi, «,ﬂ L

- former’ visits to Cuba, and to a conversation with Mr, Catfery relativo ?9
_a plot on his, Caffery's,life. After reading thie Jatter, Mr. caftery :
T " recelled the visit from McDoneld, but could not fix the date of the cali.

~hed been in connection with the leasing of various amusement placu. At S
no place in this letter did McDonald refer to his trips to Havana du.rlng
September, 1934. Mr. Caffery informed that he received the impression at
the time of McDonald's visit that the man was merely attempting to in--
_gratiate himself with him, He stated that emy. visits from McDoneld had

e " been essentielly officidl. The Ambassador's reply to McDoneld's 1ettcr

T of February 28, 1935, ras aimply e fonnal acknowledgment ot receipt.

A n.s‘_..»: i ,‘ f_:, RS e " R -
AN Anbaasador carfery was esked to e:plain what procedure vould h
. _necesaary in securing documentary evidencs for use in the United Stateo

Court at Miami, Florida, in the event the companies in possessiom of "

" such evidence would not voluntarily produce seame in Miami. He informed .
~ that the proper procedure was for the Attorney General to request the:

Secretary of State to have him, Ambassador Caffery, mske a request of "jf‘

‘the proper Cuban Court to issue an order ageinst the particular ecompany - -

" in question to produce the necessary records in the Cuban Court. He said -
" the records would, of course, have to be sufficiently described so that
_"thoy might be located. He edvised that as soon as the records were pro-

duced in Cuban Court, that the Company having possession of them would ;-

then be in a position to permit the proper employee to produce the re- -‘

‘ _cords in Court in MJ.ami without embarrassmnt to the COmpazw. S

Sl A
W e . U P
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=t Interview wan had with consul Genernl c. n. cameron at tho con-
sulate on May 14, 1935, for information concerning bis contacts with
" Cassius McDonald. Mr. Cemeron advised that the only contacts he ever:
<" hed with McDonald were during the time he was under arrest by the Cubem 5
' Y authorities in January, 1935. He said that during his several’ converse-*¢
- " tions with McDonald at that time, McDoneld edvised of his efforts to lease =
"the Race Track, the Cesino and the Hippodroms during the Spring of 1934.7%
. He also told him of having been errested by the Cuban euthorities in tho
" gpring of 1934, steting in this connection that he felt his errest was e
bdrought about by persons powerrul in politics who were opposed to hm ,;‘;;,‘
obtaining control of the gam'bling concessions. o R TS

© " Mr. Cemeron stated that McDonald told him the puxpose of bis
trip to Havena in January, 1935, was to look over the Chateasu MNedrid end

t | 17 | | 0)5
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" steps to report his knowledge concerning subject Karpis.

Monmartre caberat as to the possibilities oi‘ running them“for ga:nbling

- purposes. Mr. Cameron Wes asked if McDonald mede mention of the fact
. that he ceame to Havena on several occesions during September, 1934, vgnd '
stopped at the National Hotel, and he said he was positive McDoneld did:

not say anything about emy such trips. According to Mr, Cameron, HcDon-_

- ald stayed at tho Hotel Presidente hoth during the spring of 1934 and in - ,
J’anuary. 1935. e Wa § ,, LA e s e 4;‘1;.,;»3:.;;.

“1-?.'
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Mr, Cemeron atated i’urther thet he believed l&rs. McDonald called
to see him several times while her husband was in jail in Jenuery, 1935.

He emphesized the fact that elthough he and McDonald resided 4n the same

hotel, namely: Hotel Presidente, all of his contacts with the McDonalds.

were of an official nature. Mr. Cameron informed thet he took office in
Havana during May, 1934, and thet McDonald's difficulties in 1934 ocourred
. during the time hie predecessor, Consul Generel Dumont, wae in ofriee.

of furnishing information reletive to Karpis having been in Cuba, Mr, Cem
eron was esked for date as to his wheresbouts on Januery 29, 1935. NMr.
Cameron referred to his expense eccount records and stated that the " . °
only occasion during Jenuary, 1935, when he was away from Havena was on
Jenuary 31, 1935, on which date he mede a trip to Matanzas, Cuba. Iith
respect to such a telephone call es Heller claimed to have made heving -
been received et his office, Mr. Cemeron gquestioned Maria Xiques, 'l'ele-
phone Operator, in the presence of Agents., This girl informed that ehe
was positive Heller had not called the Consulate and inguired for Mr.
Cemeron., Mr. Cemeron asked her how she could be positive that no such

call hed been received if Heller hed left no neme or stated who he was,: - [ i
Miss Xiques stated that she is well acqusinted with Heller end would know
his voice in a minute, and i’o: that reason was positive that no such cell

. had been made by hime ;|

o

w L e ,i ‘ . . . ¥
R

‘At the time ot the interview with consul General‘ Oameron, Vioe-

did not desire to become involved in the matter and, therefore, took no

vIn oor'meofion with etetement made by aubject Heller to the ertect '
that he had telephoned the Consulate on January 29, 1935, for the purpose j

. COnsul Fdgar ‘came into the office end informed thet during the time subject
Heller was under arrest subject Heller informed that severel days prior
‘to"his arrest he learned of Karpis' identity, and that he considered tho
"advisebility of cormunicating with the Consul, end then decided that he -
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‘. » ; Irs. I.eonora Caldwell Bermudez Proprietresg of the Playa ) g
Azul Inn, was 1nterviewed at which time the tollowing signed stateuncni A

L..“

L obtained PRI . % R :--l«‘i“
: : .Ag,* s s . 4‘ B : L >

I, Mrs. Leonora Caldwell Bemudez mako thia -tatement 0% e
S. K. McKee and W. E. Peters of the Federal Bureau of Invos-
tigation. U. s. Department of J’ustico. g TR FA
. . _.».* .’t~ "-..v"f._"‘. ! v
PR 1 have lived at Varadero Beach, Cuba since llay 28 1934, S
“* . -with my husband. We are operating the Playa Azul Inn at tho R
" beach at the present time, The hotel has been in operation
since about December 1, 1934. R A 2

-
T - cw»u-.a-...»t

During the latter part of September, 1934, e men and woman .
who furnished their names as Mr. & Mrs. E. N. Wagner ceame to _

1-4 -
v,

told me MWAI Havana had . -} ,
sent them to me te em that I would assist them In R ;'.- o
MW My husband end I have known - - -
Mr, Heller for seve years and generally stay at the Parkview
Hotel when we ere in Havana. Believing that Mr. & Mrs, Wegner -
were friends of Mr, Heller I sghowed them many houses on the .-~ -
beach which were for rent with the result that they decided to + - _
Tent the home of Mr, Pedro Alcebo, who is a resident of Cardenas, .
Cuba. They spent their first week at a rooming house to which = "
I referred them. Mr. Alcebo's house is located two houses away '
" from our inn, I acted as Agent for Mr. Alcebo in the transactionm
... end on the next day he ceme to the beach mfid collected $350. for o
' ,:' " the rental of his house on a furnished basis for the period ot‘ o
%7 Dets 1, 193¢ Yo Feb, 15, 1935. When' the house was ren ed, thé‘ s L
Wagners were driving a new Ford Sedg.n. S 2!

S - X s e
- e '.A‘ en ,.;,1\'.", :,, “‘*-T ""».:".ti'-"'

"' N ""'i"'m“'

1 have 'been shown photographs of Alvin Karpis and Dolores Delaney
and I can positively identiry them as nr. & Mrs. Wagner. ity z sl

~ s e e e
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P buring the tine the legnere lived at the beech the ‘only . -7
© .. visitors they had were a Mrs., Ryan end a Mr. & Mrs. George 2 T

Harris. Mrs. Ryan visited the Wagners for three days, thile 2 R

. ‘ . o _ ) i
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:* .the Harris people remained for about t'o da,ye. . None or then :
people ceme beck to the beech egains 7L Hiw Froaiddo g

:?wq A . u. e ,' - LA .' : 5 .-

Iagner one day 1nfomed me that Mrs, Rya.n tes intereeted in

renting a house for herself and her two sons, - The house in '/

~ which she was interested is located about ten miles from . -
Varadero Beach on an isolated section of the seacoast. No -

rental actually took place, however, All of these vieitore =
spent most of their time fishing with Wegner during their

visit. I believe all of these people came to the beach dur:lns

L. the month of ﬂDctober, but they were not here at the scme t:lme. n;

).

. a =) <+ '-a; : i E R -
Iagner appeared to be uneducated end was uncouth 1n hie mannere.-_ '

Mrs. Wagner, whose given name was Dolores conducted herself as
a perfect lady at all times, I remember Wagner telling me thet
he could not write, but on a leter occeeion, he left a note tor e
me requesting some amall revor. _ e C

i

!

ey
Eg r; L)
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. Wagner had a boat which he rented rrom Mr. Alcebo., He obtained
an outboard motor for use on the boat and informed me that Mr,

 Heller had purchased the motor for him., He, also, said that s
' Mr. Heller bought towele ‘and 1inene ror use at the houee.

“‘ “.',‘ - ;1,. .‘.:‘#\'r R !,-r.n- _»‘

The Wegnere had three employees in their house, all ‘of whonm B
were secured by me at their request. Manual DuPont was @ %77
handyman, who spent most of his time fishing with Wagner, - - .
There was a Korean named Juan who cooked for them; and a girl
named Remona who did their washing end other house work.” =~. %iv: %
Ramona had been working for me and I let the Wagners have her.,-
She works for me at the present time. Juan lives in Cardenas;
while Manual DuPont is a resident of the Beach. The Wagnere
became dissatisfied with Juan on two occasions and secured'.

" new cooks thru Mr. Heller. These cooks remained only & very
short period, however, end Wagner took Juan back both timee.

ST St cw e e e NS

Wagner made frequent trips to Havana in hie car, Mrs. ‘Iagner <
going with him on several of the trips. They were away eeveral X
days on one occasion. I believe Mrs. Wagner made a trip to R
Miami for several days.. Wagner used to bring groceries from
Havana with him. He bought some groceries in Cardenas, however,
and he would get me to write notes for him in Spanish so he
would have no difficulty in purchasing supplies.
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Iagner once talked or renting the 1nn vhich is divided a-; <
into rooms and apartmentc. ‘He wanted to bring some racing -
people to the beach. During this conversation he auggested

that b ¢ move to a small house nearby. o

agk G Yoy A

. . : N ) Sl
7-24 - T L o o i
Lo ) . - e R S P o . N
Tl i, ks G g0 2 ke ey ree
7 A
;

’ F: et l', '}
The Wagners left the beach very euqli:lenlir "I never knew the'<.*
reason for their sudden departure. Neither of them esme’ to AN
. the cottage to say good-bye. I magined the reason for their '
leaving was some newspeper publicity in Havana. T ranember X
' seeing either en article or picture of him in one of the iy 3
Havana papers. They lert during the first three or four dayl
of December. T R L ~ . --jw‘f‘v,‘f o ~‘

. ,, I R T S N

' About a week ‘before they left my husband brought hane a coyy“
of the Official Detective Magazine. It was the issue of .j
. Decs. 1, 1934, We noticed a photograph of Alvin Karpia in
- this magazine and finally decided Wagner waw Karpis. My .
~ husband end I were not sufficiently positive of Wagner's -
~identity to notify the authorities, however, very shortly .-~
after they left I wrote the American Vice-Consul at I(atanzal..‘, :
The reply I received from him ceme about two weeks later and, -
as the Wagner 5 had _gone, I let the matter drop. A
PRI - ety et par e . . “ieees .,,ﬁ,\._;g‘u(_," .,.u-.‘m\m‘ﬁ ';Jem.
On the day they left my husband and I were 1n Havena, I had i
,,. written a letter to a friend in Jackson, Mich. asking her to.. 'i-‘
get a good description of Karpis, as the description of him:- f )
in Officiel Detective Magazine did not fit him very well. I 1,'
gave this letter to the clerk at the Parkview Hotel to mail,
elong with other letters, and the person to whom it was. Y
addressed advised me later that she did not receive the letter.

EV I N

shortly arter the Iagnere left l(r. Heller ceme to the beach
in Wegner's Ford car and took away the outboard motor, L
radio, two suitcases - telling me Mrs. Wagner had advised -
him to do this. Heller wrote later and asked me to return "  \ .
the house keys to the owner, aleo to ship some linens to ™ -
him in Havena. -While Mr. Heller was at the beach I told him
that his friends were very rude as they had left without sayi
good-bye. He turned very red in the face. I asked him if he .
knew their address and he replied that Wagner‘ﬁad only told o
€ was "Number Une In SAT :
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" house and found they had birned a1l pepers, but had 1cft a' A

" quantity of magazines, There was a prescription from ' . iz
~Johnson's Drug Store in Havana, & business card, ‘and’ somc '
miscellaneous vritings by lrs. Wagner) yhich did not nccn =

bnf the possibility of bringing his wife and children to ¢

the beach to occupy the Wagner house for a while, “but- hs :
. ‘later wrote saying that his wiro and children conld not ..;-
‘make the trip.»v;.-;_. T ‘_ DA s e
Lk . ‘I have turned over to Agents two letters reeeivod rrom I.r. ,
B S S S LSS ‘Heller relative to the Wagners, the letters being dated'
TRl S Dec. 18 and 29, 1934, respectively. F wSy s A
: ‘__‘ ,::‘.: S o 3 ’ ':“': ‘ PR "‘.' . ‘__;v _g e ¢ -
o '..a. ‘w e «. Y wb:‘&c’&‘»&l‘b‘-u_._;.,‘ /B/ Leonora c&ldweu de Bemudez‘ '-f‘~w “;v""‘;:
Witneasss. R -‘,,‘ |
PO Y el L e

ST - s K, McKee, Special Agent.” T
S W. E. Peters, Special Agent. "

-Federal Bureau of Investigation,

- U. 8. Deparhnent of J’ustice.

) “‘w»f*:‘e = N
A At the time of thie interview Mrs.’ Bormudez turned over to )

':  Agents the December 1, 1934, issue of Official Detective Stories, om
S Page 23 of which appears the Photographs of Alvin Karpis, Thomas B.
I Robinson, J’r., John Hamilton and Lester M, Gilles :

. . L
"3.' ~..«‘

" ' She also turned over o Agents a clipping from "El Avlance"

dated December 4, 1934, displaying the photographs of Alvin I&rpil,

"'+ Doc Barker, John Hemilton and Thémas E. Robinson, Ira; . v

¢, i" - '-v-

N IR She also turned over a photograph ot Alvin Karpis vclipped y
' from some Spenish newspaper, end the same bearing no date, however,’ '
o the reverse side of this clipping carries a date 1ine oi‘ February 5. . _'T»'; -

; Y A o R
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T or particular interest in this connection lrs. ‘Bermudez* * pant o
néd over to Agents .a letter written on the stationery of the Eotel’ AT

_ Parkview, Havana, Cuba, dated December 29, 1934. It is believed that"
thie letter 13 of such importance that :lt 1; being quoted in fnnt -

’ : ,.»_3‘ R S /1 ’ s
- "';,;%."Eav‘ cubd, g
‘-.:.1;?: December 29th. 1034.5’

-t « ,».

“\;

gy
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‘l(rs. J’ulio Bermudez;
Varaderos : .« N
¢ardenas, Cu'ba.

'f"‘\" oL 'f*‘;; L I have yonr letter of. recent dete o
regarding that rumor about the Iagners, I have not he'
enything since they left here, onlu a Christmas card £
“which arrived yesterdays I have been expecting to hear
7y oo oo, -7 . from them, therefor delayed writing to Dupont end also ..} Ny
R A e ‘.%o Dr. Acelvo. .However, I wrote them both yesterday am o SRR
5 o letter edvising that I would communicate with them as '} -
_soon as I heard from Mr. Wagner. You know, that he ask '\
me to make a claim for a refund of rental from Dr. Alcebo. - -
1 wrote to Mr. Wegner and told him that that wes out of ™ “w ’
"question. Dr. Alcebo is meking a claim for Elec. Light:' |
. for $23,34, .I am waiting for en answer, elso for him_ to .
send me the money. There were bath towels and other : ;.-
;.. things left there, as I do not know exactly how meny they
wera, we had best torget abont 11:. :

ey T K A
"."."“’.‘.“" S S R

S T I received the spreads, but I thought, :
that you might have kept them as you said in your letter, :
ho'ever, if you need any, I will be glad to have the El:- B
Encanto send you some. The prices for the seventyone ere

‘$1. 95 and eightyone #2 25. LR A u :

PP~ Shm s

_ P Sen L, S 4
- - VYery truly youre, B
/a/ K. H. Heller, Manager

"%, . Hotel Parkview - ::

Her ‘baby was " due a'bout the 150f Jan, 'j‘. -

[P TR P . PRI .. .. - - . NI A . e Sl -
N . Y . A * . T LT T L . T

o~ N ' B

Rk adb B ST P S et A b i Nl araersun i o AU St AT D 4 TRk 30 A0
= 3 < ~ (e - R .
N - . d S . - ctan . . [




' Reletive to her correspondence with the American' Consul at,
llatenzae. ‘Cuba, Mrs., Bermudez expleined that her acguaintanee 'ith
"~ Dorsey Geesawey !'ieher was personel and that’ at the time ‘she addressed ,

éa.‘i.

llatanzas, but was forwarded to Mr, F r, who at that ‘time was 1’;

~Washington, D. C. She also advieed/ er letter to llr. risher she did ‘

not inform him the reason for her communicating with him but requested

) him to viszit them at the beach over the next week end on a matter ot
' Jutmost importanco. e _, s T

S Mrs. Bemudez tnrned over to Agente the pereonal repiy ahek : *\"» T
received from Vice-Consul Fisher dated at Washington, D.C., December? -

19, 1934, and also the official reply she received from ¥William B, -

llurray, Vice-Consul at Matanzas, Cuba, dated December 19, 1934, The

z. Aetter from Mr. Murray was written in response to a. second letter of - - A -f,

Mrs. Bermudez, dated December 16, 1934, to the Vice-Consul at Matanza"""’"‘ e

Cuba, in which Mrs. Bermudez inouired ir her previous letter had been - .- -:

received, she not having received any acknowledgment of the same., Vice- - -

" Consul llu.rray informs Mrs. Bermudez that inasmuch as -her letter was . wmo—«rz««zm .
marked 'Personel" it was forwarded to l(r. Fisher et Iaehington, D. c.:
i \The a’bove mentioned Exhibits are being made a part oi' the :

.Tacksonville Office file. { B SUEEEAS

PR T e e e,
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.  Juan Lee Park was interviewed, l&rs. Bemudez acting a8 . B
. interpreter as Juan Lee Park speaks no English. .- He advised that ‘at |
‘the present time he resides at Velazgne 128, Cardenas, Cuba. He etated
“that he has been acquainted with the Bermudez femily for approximately -
twenty years having formerly worked for them meany years at Central Hersede I
~ Plantetion, where Mr, Bermudez wgs in charge of a sugar mill. When Mr, : } -
7., ., and Mrs, Bermudez opened the Pleya Azul Inn Park ceme to Varedero Beach '.;/: L.
_ With them f L . o

.v 8- \"

S The photographs of varioue members of the Barker-Karp’ie gang ' N
were displayed to Park, et which time he identified the photograph of
"Alvin Karpis end Dolorea Delaney, as Mr. and Mrs. Wegner, and identirie BREEAE
the photograph of Ma Barker as a woman who had visited the Wagners. He

advised that while living et ‘Varadero Beach Dolores Delaney had dark

R % , red hair,
:

-
=1
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g T Park explained that he had coneiderable ditficulty with the

L ‘g“ 'agners es they were dissatisfied with his cooking ‘and they fired him:.
" on two occasions but he was re-hired the following day. He’ etated that
_he went to work for xarpis the day Earpis rented the house at V_aradero

: He advised that the only vieitors at the Kamie house wers lla
Barker whose photograph he-kes—3dentified, and Mr. and Mrs. G_orge Harris,:
Wwith whom he is personslly acquainted. He stated that Ma Barker stayed tw,
nights, to the best of his recollection, and that on the day Karpis drove
‘her to Havana, he returned with llr and llrs. -George Harrie, who elso re-
mained two days. '7.‘& ; RO SR

kY
: Park was particularly mtemgated as to any touet sete whioh “

Kamie had, and he stated that he hed seen Karpis in possession of ons-
“ toilet set but had never seen it open. -He is unadle to advise whether

Karpis carried this toilet set with him on his tripe to Havana. -

s we . - Park et no time sawany guns around the Karpie houee, nor d:ld ey
he see anything eabout the place which would arouse his suspicion. Park -,-'7.;,‘ ,
. expleined that although he speaks no English he understands a amall amount
E ', and that being confined only to instructions relating to any work to. bE g
*performed. He does not know how Karpis addressed Dolores or how Doloree
- addressed Karpie. He does not understand sufficient English to be able.
to understand any of the conversations which took place emong the indiv:l-
duals at the Karpishouse.»;..' T _-T St s T

...‘f - ,- A -

'.—v'

- . ot

o The relationship 'between Karp:le end Doloree appeared to be en~ - *
tirely emiable with one exception, to-wit: one occasion when Karpis went s

" out and began drinking and at which time he did not return home ror dinner
nor did he return home untn lqte thet night. _ -

SR ‘,;—_;. !‘»,._.
- T l;a;'k was particulerly closely 1nterrogated as to any unusuel Y
ectivity "about the Karpis house immediately prior. to Kerpis' sudden .
departure. He stated that on that day Karpis had left early in the ‘
morning, stating that he was going to Havana, and would be back the -
following day. He stated that he was going to Havana for the purpose . . {.
of securing groceries and other necessities for the house. Dolores Y
and the servants did not expect him to return that night and consequently
everybody went to bed. It was about midnight when Karpis returned, and
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'1b response %o his knocks Juan 1et hi.n 1 the house. He noticed “that .' £
Karpis did not have any groceries or other packeges with him. ‘ Karpis -\
immediately retired end Park 4id not hear any conversetion which he had
. with Dolores. They ‘arose at about 6: 00 o'clock the following morning '
- and instructed Juan and Remona Saurez, the other sérvant im the house T
t0 have everything packed as they were leaving at 9:00 o'clock, 'While :;

.' Park was preparing dreakfast Dolores came into the kitchen and burned .
numeroue papers and letters. Park stated that this hed elso happened
.on one or two previous occasions. ZXKarpis 1nIormed the servants that b,e 5
was going to take a ten day trip to Santiago de’ Cnba. Iarpis end S A%
Dolores left a'bout 9:00 o clock as planned. 3 , e '

¥

. Ramona and J'uan remained in the house, expecting Karpis and
Dolores to return until about ten days later Heller came to the cottage
. and informed them that the Wegners had sailed. _Heller at that $ime
" secured the remainder of the clothes which Karpis had not teken with ™
him and also secured one dog, 'hich Karpie had_left behind."‘?" LT
e v - Park slso stated that Iarpls had = pecunar platlmml ring - “"*“ '4”:
which had a sapphire setting. This was corroborated by Mrs. Bemudez.
The ring was described as more or less of a plain band platinum ring-
- with the sapphire setting slightly raised and held in prongs. Rerk. .‘.,. v'.-e-vw;
also stated Mrs. Barker wore a ring of the seme desi@, but that he:‘ ,
ring had a diemond mstead or a eapphire. I P :

v R
- Bamoua Saurez \vas interviewfd llrs. Bermudez acting es
interpreter as this witness speeks no Englieh. She stated that she L
resides at the Central Tinguaro, but that at the present time she 1e T
employed at the Playa Azul Inn. The photographs of the members of }°
the Barker-Karpis gang were displayed to Ramona, at which time she

Barker. She stated that Dolores Delaney had.red hair at
1ived at Varadero Beach, end that the photograph of Ma Barker was &..
' very poor resemblances ot her. She stated that her position with Karpis"
'had been secured upon a recommendation of Mrs. Bermudez,” end that she '
" hed gone to work for Karpise three or four days after Karpis had rented
the house at Varaderc. She knows Kerpis under the name of Wagner. She’
did not know Ma Barker's name, nor. did she know what relation she was o
supposed to be to either Karpis and Dolores. She advised that she a1a;;
not know eny of the conversations which took place between the Wagnere
and any of their visitors, or among themselves, as all of the conver-.
sations were in English end she understands and speaks only Spanish., - e
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t - She stated that Mrs. Barker remained at the Karpis reeidenco o
dither two or three days and advised that she was very fond of Mrs, F .
ker, explaining that Mrs. Barker had been very generpus with her ft" e

‘tipa. She further stated that on the day that Karpis drove Mrs, Barker.:

. to Havana, he returned with Mr. and Mrs. Harris. While Mrs. Barker was -

;++. - ‘at the Karpis residence she spent almost her entire time fishing. Ma %
_Barker, Nr, and Mrs. Harria were the onlx viaitors at the Karpie reei—

dence, i °’
. ?7 "...‘ L:r‘:r At .'_‘31."7 b
RO R Relative to any unueual ‘occurrences prior ‘to the departuro ot

. Karpis she steted that Karpis had gone to Havana early one morning and .}
wae expected to return the next day. Remone retired early that evening {

. and sometime during the night, she did not know when, Karpis returned., l .
The servants were awakened at 6:00 o'clock the following morning, and
. . instructed to pack immediately as Mr. and Mrs. Wagner expected to depart -
"at 9:00 o'clock.  The clothes were packed and Karpis and Dolores left .” }| %

_ in their Ford Sedan &t approximately 9:00 o'clock, advising the eervants ?

that they expected to return in ebout ten deys. Remona stated that the Naol
 only thing suspicious she observed about the house was that on several | -
.....,occasions Dolores Delaney burned pa;:er_‘s, 1ett’e_.r'a“a£_d ‘pos‘t_a:_L' iahrda 1n*_the S

'kitchen stove. ;

She was 1nterrogated relative to Kerpie' posseasion of any
toilet sets and advised that she had only seen one toilet set, and that :
this toilet kit had been observed open by her, but it did not contain‘-??'[
a.ny guns further that she had not seen any gu.ns about the premieee. G

» i ‘V -4 A B AN P

;;

ST AT EAVANA, cuea.

SR Prior to the departure or Agenta from Cuba, Agent Petera

attempted to communicate with Ambassador Caffery, and learned that he '
was absent from the City and would not return until the following day.
~ Agent Peters then communicated with Consul General C. R. Cameron, and"
advised him of the anticipated departure of Agents from Cuba, and &+

R In connection with a etatement made by subject Joseph H. SR .
et A I Adams to Agents Hanson and McKee that a newspaper reporter had celled "t